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Lesson Calendar 


1. July 7.—Beginning the Christian 
Lifes i sovsiccdsetrdegavscesess John _ 35-51; Acts 16: 13-34 
2, July 14.—Reading God’s Word.Acts 8 : 26-39; Psa. 19: 7-11. 
3. July.21.—Praying to.God..Luke 11 : 1-13; Psa. 145 : 18, 19 
4. July 28.—Obeying God 
; Matt. 4: 18-22; John 14: 22-24; Jas. 1: 22-27 
. August 4.—Growing Stronger. .Luke 2 : 42-52; 2 Pet.1: 5-8 
August 11.—Helping Others...Luke 10 : 25-37; Gal. 6: 1-10 
. August 18.—Working in the 
GOGOR. osc oe es cae ve csse Acts 2: 41-47; 4: 32-35; 6: 2-4 
. August 25.—Speaking for Christ , 
Luke 12: 8-12; Acts 1: 1-8 
9. September 1.—Christian Giving....Luke 6 : 30-38; 21: 1-4 
10. September 8.—Conquering Evil 
. 1 Kings 21 :.1-29; Eph. 5 : 6-21 
11. September 15.—Winning the World to Christ 
Matt. 5 : 13-16; 28 : 18-20; Acts 16: 6-15; Neh. 1: 1-11 
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Bought With a Price 


By A. R. 


ESUS saw me as He passed by, 
Cast in sin’s dark grave, 
And he whispered to me, ‘‘ Live Thou,” 
Yea, he bade me live. 
But the price of my redemption 
Was of wondrous worth, 
For the new life that he gave 
Was his own, poured forth. 


ou 


I was sin-stained when he found me 
In my guilt.and woe, 

And He washed me in a fountain, 
Whiter than the snow. 

But ‘‘ Himseif”’ bore in his body 
All sin’s awful flood, 

And the fountain for my cleansing 
Was his own life’s blood. 


O my Savidur! Thou hast loved me 
With a wondrous love :— 

Love that passeth understanding— 
Stronger than the grave. 

At thy feet 1 bow in worship, 
Thine alone to be; 

Rest thou in thy blood-washed temple— 
Live thy life in me. 








“Shut Up” or “Light Up”? 
It is a terribly dark world we are living in. But 
that is the world’s fault. A startling incident is 


given by W. Leon Tucker in the April issue of his 
magazine, The Wonderful Word. In Washington re- 
cently he was watching a large electric sign on a 
rescue mission, which flashes out.‘against the dark 
sky, intermittently, the words, “Jesus the Light of 
the World.” Two men near him saw it, and one said 
to the other: .“Huh, Jesus the light of the world; 
let him shut up or light up, for the world is darker 
now than it ever was before.” From this shocking 
and blasphemous comment Mr. Tucker draws some 
striking lessons. It is a dark world; “the whole 
world fieth in wickedness” (1 John 5:19). But two 
thousand years ago Jesus came into this world and 
said, “I am come a light into the world, that whoso- 
ever believeth on me should mot abide in darkness” 
(John 12:46). Many have received Jesus as the 
ight of their life; more have rejected him and are 


in utter darkness. And in this present age between 
his first and second comings Jesus is, in a sense, si- 
lent, though he is speaking through the Holy Spirit 
and through every true human witness of his o2 earth. 
But the day is coming when he is going to “light up.” 
The darkness will pass and the “day dawn” (2 Pet. 
1:19). Indeed, his coming will be as a “flaming fire” 
(2 Thess. 1:8). Are we ready for Jesus to end his 
silence and to do exactly as that scoffing man de- 
manded, “light up”? For those who are not ready 
the light of his coming may be a dreadful a; To 
those who “love ‘his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:8) his 
coming will forever end their night and be the be- 
ginning of eternal -day in his personal presence. ~ 
a 
Chitd-Insurance 
Modern wars are fought by boys. And the vast 
majority of the soldiers in all wars have doubtless 
been youths. Senator New, of Indiana, gave remark- 
ably interesting statistics in a recent address in the 
Senate. Said he, “Of all who wore the Northern 
blue, 2,150,798 were boys under twenty-one, Of these, 
1,151,438 were eighteen and under. Of men over 
twenty-two, there were but 618,511, and of all over 
twenty-five there were but 46,626.” The Senator said 
he had no doubt the same ‘was true of the Southern 
army, as it was. One state alone, North Carolina, 
sent 10,000 more soldiers than it had voters. The 
Senator was arguing for training our soldiers in their 
boyhood. One of the great forward strides of organ- 
ized Sunday-school work at the Buffalo Convention 
was the Parent-Training Conference. There should 
be a little West Point in évery Christian home. . For 
arent-training means that child-training will follow. 
r. Edgar Blake pointed out at the Convention that 
twenty-eight deriominations had only one-fifth of the 
accessions from Sunday-school to church-membership 


in 1917 that they had in 1916. And while he declared 
that we must do our utmost to win the war, he said 
we must not become so engrossed in war activities 
as to neglect our church and Sunday-school activities. 
If God has given you qualities of leadership, would 
it not be well to think about cogeneing in your com- 
munity a Parent-Training class? ~ 


; a 
At the Cross 


Killing work is never pleasant work. The work 
that had to be done on the cross of Christ was not 
leasant. It was murderous, brutal, destructive, and 
inexorable. But the relentless, uncompromising work 
that was done there is the heart of Christianity and 
the only way of salvation. It has ‘been well said 
that “The very shape of Christ’s cross depicts cross 
purposes with Satan.” Christ and Satan met there 
for a fight to a finish; Christ voluntarily permitted 
his earthly ministry and his physical body to be ap- 
parently “finished” by Satan,—but only that Satan’s 
career and work might be, not temporarily, but 
eternally finished by Christ. The unalterable opposi- 
tion of a righteous God to sin and the sinfulness of 
men was also expressed on the cross. God’s right- 
eousness and man’s sinfulness are at cross purposes; 
and on the cross, in the body of his Son, d dealt 
to the uttermost with sin, paying sin its wages, death. 
So, because of the eternal “cross purposes” repre- 
sented there on Calvary, Satan was defeated; and 
Christ, being made the sin of all men, died under 
God’s necessary wrath against sin. But the cross 
stands also for the infinite love of God for men, in 
that there in. the sin-caused death of his Son God 
offers all men the way of deliverance from the 
penalty and the power of their sin. So at the cross 
of Christ, by simple belief-in His finished work, we 
may take our eternal life and our eternal freedom. 


How Christ and the. Bible are Alike 


to conipare Scripture and our Lord as each “the 

Word of God.” There is a close resemblance be- 
tween the Incarnate Word and the Written Word, 
and a careful consideration of this will help in our 
understanding of the Bible as the embodiment of 
God’s revelation for human life. 

Christ and the Bible are at once divine and human. 

Our Lord was perfect in each nature, and the na- 
tures were inseparable. If we had been on earth 
during our Lord's life, we should have been impressed 
with his real. humanity and his equally real divinity, 
and yet no one would have been able to say exactly 
where the divine element ended and the human began. 
We can see this to-day in the record of his miracles. 
In spite of all attempts to separate the superhuman 
from the human, these accounts cannot be altered 
without injury and violence, 

The Bible also is at'once divine and human. The 
varieties: of its composition reveal the individual- 
ities of the writers, and the differences between them 
are manifest tokens of its essential humanity.. Yet 
it bears on its face the marks of divinity, and no 
other book even approaches it.jn this respect. Here, 
too, these elements are inseparable. Let scholar- 
ship do its utmost in separating and discriminating, 
it will be found impossible to ‘say with accuracy and 
certainty where the divine element in the Bible ends 
and the human begins. or 

So the sum total of the impression, whether of 
Christ or of the Bible, is a complete conviction of 
their real divinity and their equally real humanity. 

This problem of: the two natures of our Lord has 
hitherto proved insoluble. How. two natures—one 
divine and the other human—can ¢o-exist in the 
unity of one personality is the great psychological 
problem of the ages, and yet in spite of the mystery 


|' IS a strikingly interesting and profitable study 





This is the fifth and concluding editorial it a series on “The 
Authority of Scripture." Earlier editorials discussed, “Why 
We Accept the New Testament,"’ ‘‘The Authority of the New 
Testament,” “What jis Meant by the Bible’s Inspiration?” 
and “In What Ways is the Bible Inspired?"’ 


= fact of this union is assured, divine, and satis- 
ying. 

The Bible is in-exactly the. same case. We have 
had discussions about inspiration all. through the 
centuries, and attempts have been made to solve the 
problem of the co-existence and combination of the 
human and divine elements in Holy Writ. But none 
of these explanations carries us far, though the fact 
of divine inspiration co-existent .with human qual- 
ities is as assured and as satisfying to personal ex- 
perience as anything can be. We rest on the assur- 
ance that “all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God,” and also that “holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” We accept the facts 
without discovering the explanation. . 

Our Lord was infallible in his earthly manifesta- 
tion. As a teacher sent from God, he spoke with 
authority, and claimed to be the exponent of his 
Father’s will and the mouthpiece of. divine revela- 
tion. Christians of the present day have not seen 
Christ in that original manifestation; nevertheless, 
they fully believe in his personal infallibility. 

We believe the same about the Bible. We con- 
sider that in its original manifestations—that is, in 
the manuscripts which came from’ the hands of the 
Apostles and apostolic men—the teaching was infalli- 

We do not possess those original manuscripts, 
for it has not pleased God to preserve them to us; 
but in our Bibles we have the nearest possible ap- 
proach, and this a perfectly adequate one, to the 
original revelation. 

Our Lord’s authority as a teaeher was absolute and 
final, because he claimed to come to this world as a 
revelation of God: “God, having of old time spoken 
unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions 
and in divers manners, hath at the end of these days 
spoken unto us in his Son, whom he appointed 
heir of all things, through whom also he made the 
worlds” (Heb. 1:1, 2). In the same way we believe 
the Bible to be of absolute and final authority, be- 
cause it contains the revelation of God for man’s 
spiritual life. From the time of the apostles to the 
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time of our Lord’s second coming, this Book is our 
oapreme authority and our only infallible guide in 
all matters of moral and spiritual truth and li 
Whatever truth may be more fully understood by’ 
Church as the days go on, or whatever interpretations 
of truth may be found to be correct, they will all be 
discovered within the limits of our present Bible. 
.There is also an equally striking analogy in the 
purpose of Christ and of the Bible, for of them 
reveal the redeeming love and grace of God. . This 
purpose has a universal destination, since Christ and 
the Bible are intended for the whole world. As 
Christ is being interpreted into every need of every 
race, so the Bible is being translated into every lan- 
age and dialect. Then, too, the meaning oi 
hrist is exhaustless; each generation, each race, 


finds more and more in him in the many-sided reve- 


lation of God and in his person and work. In the 
same way thé Bible has a wonderful universal sig- 
nificance, and new beauties, new glories, are ~~“ 
being discovered, for, to use John Robinson’s well- 


known words to the, Pilgrim Fathers, “the Lord hath 


et more light and -truth to break forth from his 

oly Word. , 

Another point of close and even striking analogy 
is.seen in the power of Christ and of the Bible; in- 
cluding power to instruct, to convict, to pardon, to 
cleanse, to sanctify, to enlighten, and to strengthen. 
“Where the word of a King is, there is power.” The 
personal power of Christ-and the literary power of 
the Bible both arise out of this, that they reveal God 
and show how his grace may be received into minds, 
consciences, hearts, and wills, 

From all this it can easily be understood that the 
requirements of both Christ and the Bible are vir- 
tually identical. They demand three conditions for 
both understanding and enjoyment. First must come 
meditation, as we ponder Christ and the Bible. Then 
will follow trust, as we confide in the Lord and his 
Word. Out of this will proceed obedience, as we 
follow Christ and his truth. Thus we shall have in 
our own lives the crowning and most convincing testi- 
mony to the reality of the- Incarnate Word and the 
Written Word. 

These are some of the aspects of the close analogy 
between the Word Incarnate and the Word Written; 
and the more we dwell upon them and enter into their 
beauty and fulness, the deeper will be our conviction 
that in the Lord Jesus and in the Bible we have that 
which alone can save, sanctify, and satisfy the life, 
because in both we have the full, perfect, and suffi- 
cient revelation of God. Oceupying mind, heart, and 
will with Christ and the Bible, we shall be in the 
fortress of “an imipregnable Rock,” one upon which 
the storms will beat in vain and in which there is 
shelter and satisfaction for time and eternity. 




















Did Jesus Accept the Old Testament ? 


I read with keenest interest the debate in your 
issue of April 20 on the question, “Did Jesus Ac- 
cept or Reject the Old Testament?” 


1. It-appears to me that the caption, “Did Jesus 
Accept or Reject the Old Testament?” is. hardly 
fair to Professor Goodspeed. Seri he did not 
argue that Jesus rejected the Old Testament, as 
the question implies, and as the unthinking reader 
is likely to infer. What he does say, as I _under- 
stand him, is that Jesus took a critical or judicial 
attitude toward this part of the Bible. But even if 
He rejected a small part of its teachings, clearly the 
implication of your question is too sweeping. And 
what believer in the divinity of Jesus would ques- 
tion that He had authority to take this judicial 
attitude? 


2. As a matter of fact that is precisely what every 
practical Christian does himself, whatever the theo- 
logians may think about it. It would be a queer 
sort of pastor who would insist that his people must 
believe that God. responded to the curse of Elisha 
by sending the she-bears to devour forty-two mis- 
chievous little urchins who called him baldhead. ~ 


3. In your answer to Professor Goodspeed you 
quote George Adam Smith in support of your posi- 
tion, thus implying that his views are contrary to 
those of Dr. Goodspeed. Actually, the passage you 

+ quote from Dr. Smfth is in perfect accord with the 
position of the so-called higher critics on this ques- 
tion of Jesus’ attitude toward the Old Testament. 

As proof of my assertion, allow me to quote, 
passim, from the first chapter of Smith’s book, 
“Modern Criticism and the Preaching of the Old 
Testament”: “But while we look to Jesus as the 
chief authority for our Old Testament, we must 
never forget that he was also its first critic. He 
came to a people who lived under a strict and lit- 
eral enforcement of the Law; and whose religious 
leaders at the time aggravated the strictness and 
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and his faithfulness is your victory. 
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complexity of the Law by a,mass of traditional 
precepts.-. Not only did Jesus reject those tra- 
ditions. He equally rejected some parts*of the 
Law itself, and directed his own conduct in sov- 
ereign indifferenee to many other parts... .” 

Dr. Smith also shows conclusively that Paul also 
adopts the critical attitude towards the Old Testa- 
ment. “In short,” he says, “the New Testament 
treatment of the Old not only bequeaths to the 
church the liberty of criticism, but along many lines 
the need and obligation of Criticism: not only de- 
livers us once for all from bondage to the doctrine 
of the literal inspiration and .equal divinity of ail 
parts of theeOld Testament, but prompts every line 
of research and discussion along which the modern 
criticism of the Old Testament has been conducted.” 

4 While I have an opinion on the point at issue. 
I do not know on-which side the truth lies, nor do I 
concéive that, practically, it makes a great deal of 
difference. In. either case we can reverence and 
value the Old Testament.as a great religious docu- 
ment.—A Colorado High School Teacher. 


z. The title of the “debate” in The Stinday School 
Times, “Did Jesus Accept or Reject the Old Testa- 
ment?” was intended tg raise the question whether 
our Lord accepted or rejected the Old Testament 
as it now. is. This ig the fundamental . question, 
whether the Old Testament is true and trustworthy 
in its present form, whether we can take its state- 
ments at what may be called their face value, and 
whether Christ can be said to have done this. The 
Times believes that he did; and that our Lord’s Bible 
was practically identical with our Old Testament to- 
day, neither more, nor less, nor different. 

2. The Colorado ‘teacher, touching on Elisha and 
the bears, speaks of “mischievous little urchins.” He 
evidently does ‘not know that *the word: ‘translated 
“little children” really means “youths.” . The Ameri- 
can ‘Standard Version renders the word by “lads.” 
Their expression, “thou baldhead,” was extremely 
insolent and offensive according to Eastern notions, 
and travelers give a very clear idea of the utter law- 
lessness of a certain class of boys and young men, 
especially toward a Jew or a Christian, or a Euro- 
pean who should happen to be passing by alodne or 
unprotected. Then, too, it ought to be observed that 
the incident was connected with Bethel, one of the 
centers of the idolatrous worship, and it is not argu- 
ing unfairly to suggest that these youths did but 
violently express the hostility of the townsfolk at 
Bethel against the prophet of Jehovah. So that Elisha 
would be treating them, not as acting in mere wil- 
fulness, but in reality. as expressing hatred to Je- 
hovah whose name he bore. When Elisha invoked 
the divine judgment on these youths it would be a 
testimony to the true religion as represented by him. 
The Colorado reader may not thihk the matter so 
serious, but in several cases in the Old Testament, 
and also in the New, Divine judgments are called 
down upon people as special and solemn warnings to 
others. In the face of the death of Ananias and 
Sapphira, which is not in the Old but. in the New 
Testament, we Gan see something of the severity of 
the Divine holiness; while the remarkable phrase 
found in Revelation, “the wrath of the Lamb,” shows 
at once the righteous judgment of God, and also His 
lovingkindness, in the New Testament dispensation. 

3. With regard to the quotation from George Adam 
Smith, there was no desire to be unfair, nor to imply 
that his views in general are contrary to those of 
Dr. Goodspeed. The reference to him was clearly 
described as to a critical scholar, and he is so widely 
known to be such that it was thought that a quota- 
tion so impressive and,so telling from such a critical 
quarter would carry all the greater weight in view of 
so manifestly different an attitude indicated by Dr. 
Goodspeed. There are’ many who find it quite impos- 
sible to reconcile George Adam :Smith’s wonderful 
testimony to Christ’s use of the Old Testament, as 
quoted in The Sunday School Times article, with the 
rest of the book in which he calls Christ the first 
Critic of the Old Téstament. . Such a description of 
Christ does not seem to be quite fair, for-Christ was 
the Judge rather than the Critic, and he was the In- 
terpreter and Modifier of the Old Testament because 
he was its Author. So that Christ does not directly 
criticize in the modern sense, but, he supplements its 
teaching. His criticisms, were, limited almost entirely 
to accretions. To call Jesus the first Critic~is to mis- 
conceive his position...He never denied the authority 
of the Old Testament, but only the interpretations put 
upon it by his enemies. If modern critics would limit 
their criticism of the Old Testament to intérpretation, 


its teaching, but only added to it, 
tion was — to fulfilment. 
question as to test Commandment of the Law, 
he quoted from Pentateuch and sai ; 

"0 greater commandment than- these.” us, so far 
rom, repudiating the mately wt Moses, Christ put 
upon it the Divine stamp of honor. With regard to 


a 


- ritual law there was no denial in the sense of re- 


pudiation, but only the reminder that the time had 
come for the substance instead of the shadow. 
Epistle to the Hebrews. speaks of the old command- 
ment being “disannulled,” and it is well known that 
when a law is disannulled it is repealed, but is not 
repudiated. 

Another point to consider is that when we speak 
of the progress of revelation we mean the progress 
of God’s revelation to man, but side by side with this 
there is the principle of deterioration on the part of 
those to whom the revelativn was 
has been well said, “there are no setbacks in the reve- 
lations made to Israel, but there are setbacks in the 


religious history of Israel.” This can be illustrated. 


again and again from the Gospels, where our, Lord 
constantly criticized the religious history of Israel in 


their unfortunate setbacks and deteyioration, while at 


the same time he interpreted the divine revelation 


by saying that he came not to destroy but to fulfil, 
And so, to accept the newer revelation cannot pos-* 


sibly mean the denial of the older (Heb. 1: 1, 2). 

4. At the foundation of all these questions is the 
fundamental question whether the Old Testament is 
in its present form and for its purpose untrustworthy 
or. trustworthy; whether its history and morality are 
accurately recorded, or whether the critical view is 
true, which reverses.almost everything that has come 
down to us through the ate historical tradition for 
many cerituries. The difference is great, fundamental, 
and vital, and it is impossible to harmonize Dr. Good- 
speed’s position with the Old Testament as we now 
have it. Indeed, this is frankly admitted by leading 
répresentatives of the critical ‘school. The Colorado 
reader may not have made up his mind on these 
questions, but when he gives them the attention they 
deserve he will find that it will make a great deal of 
difference, and that unless we can rely upon the ‘ac- 
curacy and authority of the Old Testament it is im- 


possible to “reverence and value it as a great re- 


ligious document.” 

ogether with the many students of God’s Word 
who believe as has the historic evangelical Church 
of Christ from the first century to the twentieth, 
The Sunday School Times has the profound and 
ever-deepening conviction that if the critics are right 
our Lord was wrong, while if our Lord was right the 
critics are assuredly wrong. These and these only 
are the solemn alternatives. 


Other readers of The Sunday School Times have 
written in enthusiastic appreciation of that “debate” 
which frankly set forth the evangelical and the de- 
structive positions as to the Bible. The well-known 
Bible scholar and scientific writer, George Frederick 
Wright, D.D., LL.D., formerly Professor of the 
Harmony of ‘Science and Religion at Oberlin Theo- 
logical Seminary, author of such volumes.as “Ice Age 
in North America,” “Man and the Glacial Period,” 
“Studies in Science and Religion,” “Scientific Aspects 
of Christian Evidences,” “Scientific Confirmations of 
Old Testament History,” and Editor of. Bibliotheca 
Sacra and of Records of the Past, writes! 


I.thank you for the masterly and complete answer to 
Dr. Goodspeed’s: fallacious “argument in The Sunday 
School Times for April 20. It ought to be published 
as a tract to remove the misconceptions concerning the 
Old sane ans which are being industriously propa- 
gated. 


A well-known Presbyterian pastor and author 
writes: 


Your answer to Dr. Goodspeed is to my mind thorough 
and complete; and how greatly needed! In speaking of 
the trend of so much teaching im the Church of to-day, 
I have spoken of the “Vanishing Christ,” as involving 
the failure to accept the authority of the Word of God 
on the four points of (1) His Deity, (2) His Virgin Birth, 
(3) His Vicarious Atonement, and (4) His Historic 
Resurrection. Now I réalize that I should also add 
(s) His Recognition of the Inspiration and Authority of 
the Scripture. Rather should this be mentioned first of 
all, for whenever we find any one reddy to accept a 
“liberal” view on any of the above points, we always 
find that he has let go of the supreme authority of the 
Word.—Howard Agnew Johnston, D.D., Chicago. 


And an Alaska reader has this keen word to say: 

Is is a matter for continual praise that God has 
raised up your paper to destroy these hideous doctrines, 
and to make a clear-cut, strong stand for our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. It seems to me of the greatest 
significance (whether intentional or otherwise I know 
not) that your reply to Dr. Goodspeed should be’ in- 
cluded in what you call “A Win-the War Number.” 
Perhaps you intended this. At any rate it is correct 
strategy. 

If only this cancer fould have been cut off at the 
roots years ago it is more than a probability that long 
chapters of history would not have been written in 
blood.—An Alaska Pastor. 
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Applying the Prayer Test to the Korean Church 


} When Christians spent all night upon their knees, 
and there were 50,000 “ accessions” in a single year 
‘\ . 


By Jonathan Goforth, D.D. 





holding back because of a promise to their pastor. Did he release the 
boys from that promise ? This concluding installment will tell. 

ITH that, the pastor went and flung himself at 

We: missionaries’ feet and confessed that the 

Devil had filled him with envy because the re- 

vival had commenced among the Presbyterians. A 

missionary told me that it was dreadful to hear the 

\ confessions wrung from those students that week. 

That it was as if the lid of hell had been pulled off, 

and every imaginable sin laid bare. By the following 

Monday the students were right with God, with their 

teachers, and with one another, and:the school com- 
menced under. the. Spirit’s control. 

Just then about one hundred preachers and colpor- 
teurs of the Methodist mission arrived in the city to 
study a month. The missionar:es in united prayer 
committed this important class to the control of the 
Holy Spirit. They realized that it was not by might, 
| nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord of hosts. 
| They honored God, afd he rewarded them by a mani- 

festation of his presence and power at the very first 
meeting. In a few days crooked things were made 
straight. The Divine One took control. They studied 

with effect, and at the end of a month they went out 
to do exploits. 

A few days later, 550 selected women from the 
Presbyterian country churches assembled in the city 
to study God’s Word for twelve days. If we heard 
_of ovér 500 sisters meeting in our country to study 
the Bible for twelve days we would expect a mighty 
jrevival. Before the war, many mothers in Israel 
iwere more zealous for card parties than for the study 
‘of God’s Book. The Korean sisters had dropped 
'cards when they dropped idols and witchcraft, all 
, works of the Devil. These 550 women brought their 
,Own money to pay all expenses. Two of them walked 








‘five days to get to that class. One mother carried 
her babe five. days to get there. The missionaries 

* and revived leaders in Ping Yang now knew that 
:man, not God, was to blame if there was any lack of 
‘spiritual power. They knew the Holy Spirit was ever 
waiting for human instruments, through whom he 
might glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. So they sought 
his control the first night, and true to promise He 
~was present to convict of sin, of righteousness, and 
of judgment. 


When Mothers-in-Law Were Different 


: Many got rid of the hindering thing on the first 
night. But others, as Mrs. Baird expressed it, -went 
about for days as with a thorn in the foot or an, un- 
opened abscess, and then came the yielding and the 

victory. The best of Teachers taught them those 

: days, and then they went home. The change could not 
be covered. These were Spirit-filled women. Their 
husbands knew it. Their children saw it. The daugh- 
ters-in-law could not mistake it. Not a few of those 
Eastern mothers-in-law are terrors. It often hap- 
pens that their victims can only get relief by suicide. 
But now the mother-in-law is different. And some 


— 


daughters-in-law who were at that class are different, 

=] too. They are more diligent and less touchy. The 

heathen neighbors noted the change also and the 
rd was glorified. 

Scarcely had the women reached their homes when 
seventy-five Presbyterian students in theology arrived 
j to study three months. They had a five-year course, 
with three months each year. The Ping Yang Theo- 
logical School is the largest in the world, with over 

two hundred students. The teachers in arranging the 
curriculum decided that they would have a prayer- 
meeting and Bible class each evening, hoping that by 
the end of three months the Holy Spirit might fill 
| these young men. However, since God the Holy Spirit 





had been doing, wonders among them of late, their 

" eyes had been opened to the great dishonor of saying, 

( as it were, to the Holy Spirit, “Let us.do our best for 

the term, and at the close you come and do for the 

young men what is lacking.” They confessed this 

sin and turned the young men over to God that first 

night and their faith was honored. The Spirit did 

| wonders. He who alone can guide into all truth 

bs taught that term as He had never been permitted 

| before, and Christ the Lord was glorified all over 

Korea that year when 50,000 converts were added to 
the churches. 

These facts prove that the Korean Church hon- 

ored the Lord in seeking for and in yielding to the 

promised Holy Spirit, as truly as the early church 

did. What excuse can the home church offer in view 
of such facts? 


Let us apply the prayer test to the Korean Church. 





Whee Sad ee pparins Sect, Gotha wenn Se 

cloven tongues of fire fell at Pentecost? What 

was the secret of that Twentieth-Century Pen- 

tecost in Korea which Dr. Goforth so thrillingly 
describes? 








Prayer was a very conspicuous trait of the Church 
in the Acts. The eueen Church puts great reliance 
in prayer. During the week that the Methodist stu- 
dents were resisting the Holy Spirit at the high 
school, there were Dresketetian students with such 
a burden of prayer upon them that they were almost 
transformed in appearance, and continued in fasting 
and prayer until victory came. “At that time in the 
lower schools the spirit of prayer was so powerful 
that the schools had to be closed for a time. The 
tears were falling from the children’s eyes as they 
pored over their books. The missionaries admit that 
the Korean Christians outdistance them in prayer. It 
is common for them to spend half the night in prayer. 
Their general practise is to get up fog prayer long 
before dawn. Mr. Swallen said when once out at a 
country station he arranged that all should meet for 
prayer next morning at five o’clock. At five o’clock 
next morning Mr. Swallen came and found three 
kneeling in prayer. He knelt down, supposing the 
others had not yet arrived. After praying for some 
time one of those present told him he had arrived too 
late. The prayer-meeting had finished before he 
came, and yet some of them had come across a moun- 
tain range to be present : 


A Prayer-Meeting at 4.30 A. M.! 


Some years after Elder Keel had been made pas- 
tor of the Central Church at Ping Yang, he noticed 
that the love of many had grown cold. He proposed 
to one of his most spiritually-minded elders that they 
two meet in the church for prayer every morning at 


~half. past four. As they met each morning during 


that month others noticed and came too, so that by 
the end of a month about twenty were meeting each 
morning at 4.30 o’clock. The time now seemed ripe 
to announce a public prayer-meeting. On the Sabbath 
the pastor announced a prayer-meeting for each 
morning at 4.30. He told them that the church bell 
would be rung at that hour. At two o’clock the next 
morning 400 people were waiting outside the church 
for the prayer-meeting to begin, and at 4.30 fully 600 
were there. By the end of a week 700 were meeting 
each morning, and then the Holy Spirit flooded their 
hearts with divine love. Blessed people to have a 
pastor so clear-sighted. Oh,-how low have we fallen! 
Where two or three meet together in His name, he 
is there, but imagine us getting up at 4.30 in the 
morning, evem to meet the Lord of glory. 

The biggest prayer-meeting in the world is at Seoul, 
Korea. The average weekly attendance for one year 
was 1,100. One Wednesday evening I went to prayer- 
meeting at one of the flourishing Presbyterian churches 
in Toronfo. It was a special occasion, for a Korean 
missionary was going to speak. I sat alone in my 
seat for a time, then a fine-looking old gentleman 


- came and sat with me. The meeting was soon to be- 


gin, but in the by no means large room many empty 
seats were still visible. The old gentleman looking 
around the room remarked, “I can’t understand why 
people don’t attend prayer-meeting.” ~When I. re- 
plied, “Because they don’t believe in prayer,” he 
looked me all over, not knowing what to make of me, 
for he didn’t know me, and I added, “Do you sup- 
pose if they really believed the words of the Lord 
Jesus, ‘Where two or threeemeet in my name there 
am I,’ they could keep away?” The Master cannot 
help but take note of our prayer condition. 

The Korean Church believes earnestly in family 
prayer. A man who would not hold family worship 
would run the risk of being unchurched in Korea. 
A Christianity that cares for the body while it 
neglects the soul would be judged bogus in Korea. 
In Canada there are some Christian families so busy 
in the world that they haven’t time for a blessing 
before meals. Mr. Foote tells how he was once on a 
tour in Korea when some people on the road asked 
if he were not going to visit the Christians at the 
village over yonder in the valley. “Why,” he said, 
“I didn’t know there were any Christians there.” He 
went to the village and found many ready to be bap- 
tized, and to be recorded as catechumens. He put 
the question, “Do you havé family worship?” “Yes, 
twice a day,” they replied. “But how many families ?” 
“Twenty-four—all in the village,” was the reply. 
Think of it! A family altar in every home! 

A missionary in-Manchuria sent two evangelists 
over to Ping-Yang-to find out all about the revival. 


When they returned he asked if the missionaries had 


opened —- street chapels. The evangelists replied, 
“None at all. They do not need them because every 
Christian is a street chapel.” Christian workmen 
have been known to spend a summer in a county 
where there were no Christians in order to evangelize 
it. Merchants as they travel from place to place are 
always telling the wondrous story. A hat merchant 
converted in a revival op the east coast when we 
were there, had within a year afterwards started up 
little Christian communities in about a dozen places. 
In one of them there were seventeen converts. A 
student got a month’s holiday and spent the time in 
an unevangelized district and won one hundred souls 
for God. Another student resolved to speak each 
day to at least six persons of their soul’s salvation. 
By the end of nine months he had spoken to three 
thousand! It would take some of us homeland 
Christians a lifetime to speak to so many. 

One year, the Southern Methodists were so short 
of funds that no school buildings could be erected at 
Songdo, but there were 150 young fellows eager for 
an education. Yun Ch’i’ Ho, the ex-Minister of 
Education, volunteered to teach. them. ‘The boys, 
under his guidance, erected a crude framework, cov- 
ered it over with straw, and got their schooling. I have 
mentioned how Pastor Keel got his people revived 
through the early prayer-meetings.’ A letter written 
by the pastor at that time stated that even little tots 
of schoolboys, eight and nine. years of age, as soon 
as school was dismissed would go out on the streets 
and, -taking hold of the passers-by, by the sleeves, 
would plead with tears that they yield to Jesus the 
Saviour. Said he, “During the last three or four 
days, fully four hundred men have come and con- 
fessed Christ.” It was the intense pleading of the 
boys that cut them to the heart. 

After evangelizing the outlying islands of Korea 
they looked to the lands beyond. At the Presby- 
terian Assembly held. in Seoul some years ago it 
was decided to send missionaries to Shantung, 
China. And when the call came for volunteers the 
whole asSembly rose and volunteered, and four were 
selected. All seemed to envy the ones chosen. It 
has never been seen on this wise in a homeland 
assembly. Grace, which'they have freely received, is 
highly appreciated in Korea, and they freely give, and 
divine unction is not withheld. As late as 1917, 
Pastor Keel was over on the east coast giving Bible 
readings and the power of God was such that men 
would melt right down and confess sin. The saddest 
of all sad things is this, that the Almighty Spirit is 
as willing to let Christ Jestis see of the travail of his 
soul in Canada as in Korea, but he does not get the 
yielded channels. 


Weeping When They Couldn’t Give More 


Abounding liberality was another very striking 
characteristic of the early church. The Korean 
Christians abound in that, too. At one place a mis- 
sionary told me that he dared not mention money to his 
people for they were giving too much now. I should 
like to meet the pastor in favored Christendom who 
could truly say that of his people. The year I Was at 
that center the people were supporting 139 workers, 
male and female, teachers and preachers, and that 
year alone they increased the workers by fifty-seven. 
That missionary said, “When we found our church 
was too small, we met to plan for the erection of one 
that would hold 1,500. The people present gave all 
the money they had. The men gave their watches 
and the women stripped off their jewelry. Others 
gave title deeds for portions of land. They gave all 
they had and wept because they couldn’t give more, 
and they built their church free of debt.” He said 
he was out in one of the districts when the elders 
and deacons came and told him they were going to 
appoint ten extra evangelists that year. “I was 
astonished,” said he, “but to test them I said, “You 
must be going crazy. You are not wealth lords. *You 
suddenly add ten. Where is the money to come from? 
Certainly you are losing your heads.’” ‘They replied, 
saying, “Pastor, in talking that way you make us 
feel bad. We think of the blessed Lord and what 
he gave up for us. He became poor, that we might 
be rich. We are rich in him; but-when we consider 
the need of our poor heathen neighbors on every side, 
we feel we are not doing enough in appointing ten, 
we would like to appoint twenty extra.” “I was only 
joking,” said the missionary, “the more of that kind 
of crazy feeling*you have the better.” 

A missionary was once at a very poor center when 
the leaders told him how inconvenient it was to be 
worshiping in private houses, but now they had a fine 
site offered them for $30. “Capital!” said the mis- 
sionary, “go ahead and buy it.” “But, Pastor,” said 
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they, “we are extremely poor here. You didn’t un- 


derstand us. We should like it if you would put up 
the monéy.” “No,” said the missi , “you must 
buy your church’s foundation. It will do you lots of 
-” However the men pleaded poverty. 5 
Then the sisters said, “If the men have no plan we 
think we can buy it.” y took off ail their jewel 
and sold it, but it brought only $10. Nothing daunte 
however, this woman sold a brass kettle, that one sol 
two brass: bowls, and another sold a gee ye of 
brass chopsticks, for all their cooking eati 
utensils are made of brass. The whole, -when. so 
brought. $20. Now, with $30 in their hands, the 
women secured the church site. Since it is more 
blessed to give than to receive, the women got an en- 
larged vision, The needs of their sisters, without 
God and withouf , in the countless villages all 
around, fired their hearts and so they decided to 
raise $6 a month and send out a woman evangelist. 
. At another place the mi§sionary was present at the 
dedication of a new church. It was found that there 
was still $50 owing on the church. A member present 
arose and said; “Pastor, I will next Sunday bring $50 
to pay off that debt.” The missionary, knowing the 
man was very poor, said, “Don’t think of doing it 
yourself. We will all join together and can soon 
pay it off.” There are churches in the homeland 
that are not ashamed nor afraid to carry a $50,000 
debt. Next gg maps and this poor Christian 
brought the $50. € missionary astonished asked, 
“Where did you get the money?” The Christian re- 
plied, “Pastor, don’t mind. It is all clean money.” 
Some weeks later the missionary, touring in that 
region, came to this man’s home. On asking the man’s 
wife where her husband was she said, “Out in the 
field plowing.” The missionary on going out to the 
field found the old father holding the plow handles 


‘while his son was pulling the plow. The meen? 


:in amazement said, “Why, what have you done wit 
yyour mule?” “Now, Pastor,” said the Christian, “I 
couldn’t bear to have the Church of Jesus owing a 
$50 debt to a heathen, so I sold my mule to wipe it 
out.” I fancy some time, when we see these Korean 
-Christians standing very near the Lord while we are 
afar off, we will be too ashamed to look up or.get 
jealous. These Korean Christians say, “We don’t 
‘run our business. or. our: farms to make rich, but ;to 
pay expenses. Our business is to extend the King- 
dom of God.” The Korean religion has got control 
of the pocketbook and makes near approach to the 
Pentecostal standard. 

Another proof that the Korean Church is guided 
‘by the same Spirit that guided the early church is 
their zeal for God's Word. At the time ef. the re- 
vival they could not get the Bible printed fast enough. 
In one year at Ping Yang 6,000 Bibles were d. 
Every one learns it, even the dullest women. Chris- 
tians traveling on business always carry the Bible 
along. By the way, and at the inns, they open up 


-and read, and many are attracted and saved. The 


Christianity of this continent does not make such open 
use of the Bible. Once, on the train, I was reading 
-my Bible, when I noticed a man glancing around at 
-me with evident curiosity. At last he could resist no 
longer, and came over to me and said, “Pardon me, 
but I never have seen a man on a railway train read- 
ing a Bible or a prayer-book unless he was a Ply- 
mouth Brother or a Roman Catholic priest. What are 

ou?” “I am neither,” I replied. “Then what are 

ou?” “Oh, I am only-a missionary from China.” 

ow, why should it be thought strange that I read the 
best of books on a railway train? I have known of 
ministers and elders and deacons playing cards by the 
hour on steamboats and railways. Is there any won- 
der that it would be just to write “Ichabod” over the 
doors of many churches? 

The Koreans have a proverb or saying that the 
elders have the right to criticize the juniors, then 
when they get through if there is anything left of 
the juniors they may in turn criticize the elders. In 
Christian lands that practise is not followed very 
well. In our time the juniors largely monopolize 
the right of criticism. Now the Koreans admit that 
the oldest criticism of man is in the Bible; therefore 
they always let the Bible criticize them first, and they 
never find anything of themselves left so as to venture 
to criticize God’s Book. I believe in that kind of 
Biblical criticism. We can’t have too much of it. If 
men were all humble enough to approach the Bible 
in the Korean spirit, there would be more books 
burned around some seminaries than ever were 
burned on the streets of Ephesus when Paul preached 
there. It would cause world-wide revival. 

When Korean pastors and evangelists and elders 
were flung into prison wrongfully by the Japanese 
they didn’t waste time by idle répining, but set to 
work at their Bibles. One of them read the Bible 
through seven times while in prison, and then ex- 
claimed, “I never imagined my Saviour was so won- 
derful!” Another thought the Japanese might take 
the Bible away and destroy it, so he memorized 
Romans and was hard at work at John when liber- 
ated. If real persecution ever arose in Christian 
lands the Bible would meet with more appreciation 
than at present. 

At the village where Mr. Foote, unexpectedly found 


ievery, family professing to be Christian, he that day 
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baptized twenty-five, “H¢ asked the first candidate 
examined if he could repeat any Scripture. “Yes,” 
was the reply, and he started. After he had repeated 
from memory about one hundred verses, Mr. Foote 
stopped him and started the next, fearing he would 
never get through the examination if he let every 
one repeat all Scripture memorized. He found that 
each one of the twenty-five candidates for baptism 
could repeat more than one hundred verses. I fan 
that few pastors in the homeland could boast of pou § 
a fine showing.among their converts. °* 
One of the reasons why the Korean Church is so 
strong and efficient is due to Bible study. One year 
1,400 Bible study classes were held, and 90,000 stu- 
dents were enrolled. They pay their own expenses. 
As many as 1,800 came to one center for study. At 
one place so many came that accommodation could 
not be found among the Christians, so heathen fami- 
lies were asked. It is said that every heathen family 
which took in these Bible students was converted. 
None are too old to attend Sunday-school and study 
the Word. It was a rainy day the Sunday we were 
at Ping Yang, but to test whether it was fair weather 
Christians they had there, we visited several of the 
Bible classes held before church time. In some rooms 
it seemed impossible to cram any more in. ‘ 
The early chureh rejoiced in that they were 
deemed worthy to suffer for that blessed Name. The 
same spirit characterizes the Korean Church. It is 
not unlikely that the demon of jealousy prompted the 
Japanese to persecute the Korean Church. That ab- 
surd charge that the Christians of Shun Chun had 
conspired to assassinate Governor-General Terauchi! 
There never was anything more unlikely, but it served 
as a pretext ‘to fling the Christian leaders there into 
prison. It is notorious how cruelly they were -tor- 
tured in the police cells to terrify them into saying 
just what the Japanese wanted them to say. The 
were hung w by the thumbs, they were burned wit 
hot irons. ne man fainted away seven times, but 
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to dismiss them as innocen 

There was a man who confessed his Sa in his 
native village only to find that his clan him 
out of house and home. He did not go to law, but by 
the grace of God remained sweet. He meekly bore 
with insult and wrong and lived and preached Christ, 
until the whole clan was converted, and his- posses- 
sions restored. 

There was a man who while visiting the city was 
converted and confessed the Lord P yong Christ in 
baptjsm. he went home to tell his wonderful 
story. His clan received it in er, and soon the 
enraged relatives fell upon him_and beat him almost 
to death. When he was brought to the hospital his 
life hung by a thread. At the end of many Weeks 
the doctor ¢old him he might go home, but told him 
that his life mi end with a hemorr any. day. 
That Christian bought a great quantity o ks and 
-went home: For three years he went about his home 
district, giving away his books and telling of his 
Saviour, Then there came a day when his blood 
flowed out and his soul ascended to his God. But in 
that heathen county, where they had tried to murder 
him, he left eleven churches. 

Surely God the Sely Spirit has been glorifying 
our ascended Lord in Korea, as certainly as he did in 
Palestine in. the .first century. It is a challenge to 
our easy-going Christianity to awake and seek 
as these children of the East have done. They have 
given ample proof that it is not by might, nor by 
power, that the Kingdom of God is made manifest 
among men. In all humility they yielded themselves 


to the Lord Jesus Christ, and the very fulness of, 


God flowed through them. God waits to visit us 
with the same fulness of salvation. But we must pay 
the price, or merely have a name to live and be “open 
to the condemnation of those who despise the Giver 
of so great salvation. 

CHANG-TE-HO, CHINA. 








Fighteen Years of “Temperance Lessons” 


When the “International” at Buffalo “took stock”! 
Associa it 
By Howard A. Banks rnc Sandee Schacl Times 
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Would you not like to tell your Sunday-school or your class of the emphasis 
which the International Sunday School Convention at Buffalo, June 19-25, placed 
on war-time Prohibition? Next Sunday’s lesson is the Temperance Lesson for 
the Third Quarter, and this. article will help you in teaching that lesson. 


Breweries in the United States last year 
used 68,400,000 bushels of grain! 

“ ‘Coal will win the war.’ Breweries in the United 
States last year used over 3,220,000 tons of coal! 

“Churches, schools and factories were CLOSED, 
and homes were COLD last winter, while saloons 
were OPEN and breweries running FULL TIME! 

“Is it fair and just to them? Ask your Congress- 
man for war-time Prohibition.” 

These sentences are quoted from a white paste- 
board fan, great numbers of which had been scat- 
tered throughout the Convention Hall at Buffalo on 
the afternoon of Sunday, June 23, when the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Convention held its great tem- 
perance mass meeting. Fans were really not needed 
at any time during the whole week of the Conven- 
tion, because Lake Erie kept a jealous eye upon the 
thermometer all the time, and blew its cool breath into 
Elmwood Music Hall. Palm Beach suits and 
women’s muslins remained unpacked in suit-cases 
and trunks, unless it was upon the last, the eighth, 
day of the Convention, on June 25, when the sun 
made a fierce drive but was soon overcome by the 
Lake’s counter-attack. 

Every conceivable caemfort was provided by the 
Buffalo Committee of One Hundred, of which Leroy 
S. Churchill was Chairman and R. George Lord was 
Executive Secretary, and it seemed that they even 
understood the humors and habits and hours of the 
great lake at their doors. 

The fans were illustrated with patriotic pictures of 
Uncle Sam standing in a wheatfield with a hoe in his 
hand, across the page from which was a picture of 
a full coal-scuttle: On the reverse page, illustrated 


66 ‘PF ee will win the war—don’t waste it!’ 





To the President, and to the Congress 
of the United States of America: 
We gladly conserve food and fuel in. our homes. 
We demand that grain and fuel be denied the breweries. 
(Signed) The International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation in Convention Assembled, Repre- 
senting more than 22,000,000 People. 











with the eagle perched upon the flag, and.the Ameri- 
can troops going over the top, was this sentiment: 

“Speed up manufacture of munitions, mining of 
coal, transportation facilities, food production, ship- 
building. War-time Prohibition will do it, and 
hasten the winning of the war. Ask your Congress- 
man for it at once. It will help put coal in your bin 
and food on your table!” 

So these thousands of fans were not waved to get 
a breath of air astir, but rather as -battle-standards 
of the Sunday-school host in the great drive for war- 
time Prohibition, Mr. Lawrance had the audience 
read the wording on the fans in unison—and they 
read in an Amen tone, too! 

The Convention was presided ov.: by Justice J. J. 
Maclaren, of Toronto, member of the International 
Executive Committee, and the speakers were former 
Governor M. R. Patterson, of Tennessee; General 
Secretary Marion Lawrance, and Dr. Wilbur F. 
Crafts, the well-known reform leader of Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

The Convention had previously adopted this reso- 
lution, presented by the Executive Committee: 


Resolved, That the attitude of the International 
Sunday School Association to the manufacture and 
sale of alcoholic drinks, better known as the liquor 
traffic, is one of unalterable hostility, and it pledges 
the Christian people of America and the world its 
undivided effort and co-operation for National. and 
World Prohibition. 


In commenting upon this resolution, General Sec- 
retary Marion Lawrance said in his report: 

“The temperance fight is on! The clock has struck! 
There can be but one result. when that result 
is to come depends very largely upon: the Christian 
people, and the Sunday-school has its place on the 
firing line. Canada has! led us in prohibition; The 
Sheppard bill in the United States Congress provides 
for national prohibition within the next six years, if 
the requisite number of states vote ‘dry.’ The death- 


‘knell of the liquor traffic has sounded in our ears, 


but let no one imagine that the battle is won or that 
victory will come without a terrible struggle- What 
the Sunday-school forces did to help put West Vir- 
ginia ‘dry,’ under the leadership of Arthur T, Arnold, 
they can do in gfeater or less measure in/any state. 
If the Sunday-school hosts of our land—twenty. mil- 


through all they remained faithful, and the courts had | 
t. . - 
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LESSON FOR JULY 28 (Matt. 4: 18-22; John 14 : 22-24) 


lion strong—will recognize their day and opportunity, 


they can give the needed push that will put the tem- | 


perance fight ‘over the top.’” 


Mr. Lawrance continued his comments by saying | 


that the very safety of the nation required that the 

drink trate be done away, because, “we are told that 

‘since the war began crime has increased throughout 

the United States 19 percent—in some states as high 

as 50 percemt—and that 70 percent of this increase is 

among boys and girls under twenty-one years of 
” . 


“erie urged, as did the other ers, writing and 
telegraphing to Congressmen, “letting them know 
just what we expect of them in this hour of our 
sation's ~— oF 
en le rofessor e bo 
America” ont “God Save the King,” the British 
anthem out of special compliment to Justice Mac- 
laren. Before the Convention adjourned, and in- 
spired by the earnest pleas for temperance that had 
been listened to, it adopted unanimously this telegram 
to Senator Wesley L. Jones, one of the Prohibition 
leaders at Washington, by way of protest against de- 
lay in Prohibition legislation now before Congress: , 

“The International Sunday School Association 
protests on behalf of British and American churches 
of North America against postponement of needed 
war prohibition on false fear, prompted by, liquor 
interests, that American workmen. engaged in war 
work will put their bellies above the interests of hu- 
manity. hurches we represent, largely workmen, 
favor saving food, fuel, money, and man power, by 
immediate and complete war prohibition.” — 

“For sixteen years I have been obliged in my own 
country to keep quiet on this subject,” said Justice 
Maclaren amid a hearty round of applause. “There 
is an unwritten law in my country that the judges 
must not even think of anything political. have 


never written 2 line of any judgment on the liquor ~ 


uestion, because I knew it would be discounted. 

hey would say, ‘That crank Maclaren wrote that 
judgment.’ I am glad to say that eight of the nine 
provinces of Canada are under prohibitor} law, and 
the remaining province will be also in the course of 
a few months.’ 

Who can estimate what the silent but powerful 
force of Sunday-school temperance teaching has done 
to swell the great tidal wave of temperance? Mr. 
Lawrance struck a responsive note in the hearts of 
that large audience when he said: 

“In 1890, at the Pittsburgh Convention, we dis- 
cussed the advisability of having a specific temper- 
ance lesson four times a year, and from that time we 
have had at least four temperance lessons every year. 
The boys and girls of 1890 are now voting for tem- 
perance. The Sunday-schools therefore should have 
credit for much of the wave that is now sweeping 
over our country.” 

Besides putting the United States and the Ameri- 
can continent in elbow touch with all humanity, Gov- 
ernor Patterson said, it has also effected national 
unity. “We have done more in months to create a 
nation with a mind and purpose than we have in a 
half century of our history. The war has extin- 
guished the last smoldering embers of sectionalism 
and now, for the first time since the Civil War, and 
probably for the first time since the republic was 
founded, we are regarding ourselves as citizens of a 
nation rather than ofa state, and are world-workers 
in a mighty enterprise to beat back from the shores 
of freedom the furious and sanguinary waves of 
medizvalism.” 

It is our business to make democracy safe at home 
as well as abroad, he held, and what this country 
needs is a re-baptism of old-time religion, of love of 
country, and unity of purpose. We have built 
churches, schools, towns, and cities, but we have not 
built spiritually. Among other reforms we should 
insist upon a national uniform divorce law, appli- 
cable to every state. 

“Beer has been the milk of Germany for many 
years, and this soul-destroying beverage has made it 

ossible for a man in a uniform to do the most 
rutal things the world has ever known. Beer and 
brutality go hand in hand, and we have allowed this 
evil to flourish in our country all too long. To make 
democracy safe abroad and at home, we are moving 
forward to the abolition of the saloon and the liquor 
traffic. In peace the liquor traffic has been without 
morals, and in war it is without patriotism.” 
. Before introducing the resolution to send the tele- 
ram already mentioned to United States Senator 
na Dr. Crafts, with his characteristic optimism, 
redicted, “after the war a kingless, warless, and sa- 
oonless social order.” He bespoke America adopt- 
ing two slogans—“A saloonless nation in 1920,” and 
“An alcohol-free world in 1930.” - 

Prohibition of the manufacture and sale of liquor 
was not the only phase of temperance in which the 
great Convention was interested. The alarming in- 
crease in the use of tobacco, particularly cigarettes, 
had been previously considered by the Convention, 
and this resolution adopted: 


Resolved, That we view with alarm the increased 
consumption of cigarettes among our young boys, 


and while we would withhold nothing that would 


he inspiri singing of the audi- 
or Excell 1 ded both 
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contribute to the efficiency and comfort of our fight- 
ing forces, we would urge that the use of cigarettes 
by boys be prevented as far as possible. 


The: word “immature” had appeared in the original 


_resolution. before the word “boys” in the concluding 


lines. No sooner had the resolution been read by 
Chairman Harper, of the Committee on Resolutions, 
than Delegate T. Marcellus Marshall, of West Vir- 
ginia, tall and bearded, cried out from the floor, “I 
move to strike out the word ‘immature.’ I don’t 
think cigarettes are any better for gr wn men than 
they are for boys.” ‘The Convention agreed with him, 
and down.came the Convention ax in the shape of 
a unanimous “Aye,” and chopped out the adjective. 


In the interest of clearness, the Convention by 
unanimous vote changed the titles of two of the great 
Divisions of the organized work of the International 
Association. Upon the motion of J. R. Marcum, of 
Huntington, W.-Va., Chairman of the Field Section 
of the Secondary Division Committee of the Asso- 
ciation, the title “Secondary Division,” heretofore 
used to describe the division of Sunday-school work 
that included the ages from twelve to twenty-four 
years, was changed to “Young People’s Division.” 
“It more fitly describes the persons with whom we 
deal,” said Mr. Marcum, and the statement was 
greeted with a round of applause. 

Then upon the motion of Miss Josephine L. Bald- 
win, of New York City, Junior Graded Lesson 
writer and member of the editorial staff of the Sun- 
day-school publications of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, it was moved and carNed that the title “Ele- 
mentary Division” be changed to “Children’s Divi- 
sion.” This change met also with the firm approval 
of the Convention. 


i 
Nuggets from the Convention Gold-Mine 


“Toseph lost everything but his 
Margaret Slattery. 


“I pray God when my boy comes back from the 
war he'll find a saloonless nation.”"—Field Superin- 
tendent W. C. Pearce. 


“What shall it profit a nation to win a world war, 
if it lose its own soul?”—Dr. Edgar Blake, Corre- 
sponding Secretary of the Methodist Sunday School 
Board. 


“I prize the honors conferred upon me by the 
Sunday School Association higher than any my asso- 
ciates or my Sovereign have given me.”—Justice J. J. 
Maclaren. 


“My mother used to tell me the bee got its honey 
from the same flower where the spider got its poison. 
bp ge you have from life, honey or poison?”— 

. J. Heinz. 


“Some persons change the quotation to read thus: 
‘With God it is impossible, but with money all things 
are possible.’ There’s no money in the ministry, do 
we say? There was none in it at the beginning, when 
Jesus called the Twelve.”—Robert E. Speer. 


“No mother is a child-trainer by instinct. Other- 
wise God would not have put so much in the Bible 
for mothers to learn and do.”—Mrs. Emma Gary 
Wallace, Chairman of the Woman’s Section of the 
Adult Division Committee of the International Sun- 
day School Association, 


“When I heard a Christian leper in India say, ‘I 
thank God he laid leprosy on me because of the lepers 
I was thereby able to lead to Christ,’ I thought how 
like Christ who let.God lay on Him the leprosy of 
my sin.”—George Innes, Secretary of the Board of 
Trustees of Cairo University. 


“Every man who has a dollar is in debt to the 
man who has none. A young Englishman, describing 
his coat-of-arms to Mr. Lincoln, asked him what his 
coat-of-arms had on it. ‘A pair of shirt-sleeves 
rolled up,’ answered Mr. Lincoln.”—Convention 
Preacher George Caleb Moor, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 


“Christianity wnd our patriotism call us to save 
Armenians, Syrians, and Greeks from extinction, and 
to continue this war until justice is inflicted on the 
murderers of these helpless peoples, to the end that 
neither Christianity nor liberty may disappear from 
the lands where Christ gathered little children to 
His bosom in the first Sunday-school class.”— 
Dr. Talcott Williams, Director of the School of 
Journalism on the. Pulitzer Foundation in Columbia 
University. 





dream.”—Miss 





To Premier R. L. Borden, Ottawa, Canada : 

We greatly rejoice, and we commend the Canadian 
Government in its action prohibiting the manufacture and 
sale of intoxicating liquor of all kinds for beverage purposes. 


(Signed) The International Sunday 
School Association. 














Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D, 








The following plan for marking is helpful : 
At the top of the page — topical ‘notes. 
. At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 





Lamentations 


Prophet of Weeping. Book of Tears 
Key-word: Weep 


Key-text: “She weepeth sore in the night, and her 
tears are'on her cheeks” (1: 2) 


Five chapters. Chapter 1, Tears for “the City.” 
2. Tears for “the daughter of Zion.” 3. Tears for 
“the man that hath seen affliction.” 4. Tears for 
“the precious sons of Zion.” 5. Tears for the “or- 
phans and fatherless.” Tears, Tears, Tears, nothing 
but Tears. 

But thank God for the eyes that weep! “He 
preaches to the times,” says Joseph Parker, “whe 
preaches to broken hearts”; and he might have 
added, out of a broken heart. There is power in 
tears, they went before the Exodus, and before the 
Restoration. They introduce every great awakening. 
They arg to be the prelude of the ultimate restitu- 
tion. There is a call for them to-day. 

Lamentations. God’s bottle of tears in the mids‘: 
of Israel’s history of dearth and dryness. A little 
pause for weeping as the whirling years go by 
Thank God for a pulpit that melts with paeet anc 
grief; and alas for the people that.look up in these 
days of want, and never-see wet eyes in the sacred 
desk! Said the deacon to Mr. Spurgeon one day, 
“Pastor, I believe there’s going to be a blessing to- 
night: there’s so much dew about.” 

here was reason for these tears in Jeremiah’s day. 
A study of Jerusalem’s annals brings it out. A good 
way to render these five elegies of Lamentations is to 
read them alternately with 2 Kings 25, the sac 
record of the days that ushered in the fall of the 
city, thus: 
Lamentations 1; 2 Kings 
Lamentations 2; 2 Kings 
Lamentations 3; 2 Kings 
Lamentations 4; 2 Kings 
Lamentations 5; 2 Kings 
The facts force the. tears. 


Would a calm survey of the facts to-day justify 
else than weeping? Weeping and then working. For 
the men of tears are oftenest men of action, and 
action that counts. Strange to say, it is to Jeremiah 
the weeping prophet, the other-world prophet, that we 
must look for our best proof text for good citizen- 
ship and the Social Gospel. It might not seem so at 
first, as we read the sorrowful: plaint at Jeremiah 
51:9, “We would have healed Babylon, but she is not 
healed: forsake her, and let us go every one into his 
own country, for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, 
and is lifted up even to the skies.” The separatist’s 
text. This at last for the world when her cup is full. 
But wait. Read with this Jeremiah 29: 4-7, “Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that 
are carried away captives”; the program for these 
waiting days, “Build ye houses ... plant gardens ... 
and seek the peace of the city whither I have caused 
you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the 
Lord fer it; for in the peace thereof shall ye have 
peace.” Partial peace, at least, till the final Peace! The 
best friend and helper of this sin-cursed and death- 
doomed world, while it lasts, is the faithful, yearn- 
ing Christian passing through it, seeking peace and 





: 1-7. 

: 8-13. 
: 14-21. 
: 22-26. 
: 27-30. 


‘making peace, till comes the Prince of peace! Then, 


blessed be His name, an end of weeping, when “God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes!” 
Marginal Notes 

Jesus, we are ever to remember, was a man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief. He knew how to 
sympathize. 

Keep looking ahead. Let your religion be not a 
goad but a goal. 

Godly weeping is not fretting. To swear is wicked 
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because it is taking God’s name in vain; to fret is 
likewise wicked for it takes God’s promises in vain. 

The exact word of Scripture is important, for 
these prophets often did not themselves fully com- 
prehend the message given them, and had to go to 
stud ing their own writings —H. L. Hastings. 

e blessed Hope is never seen by some till it is 
discerned in the rainbow of tears. 

Read in the original, this book in large part is seen 
to be a beautiful series of acrostic poems, the verses 
beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet. 

Marked Texts 

“Her tears are on her cheeks” (1:2). Thy jewels, 
Christian ! : 

“She dwelleth among the heathen, she findeth no 
rest” (1:3). Alas, for those who do. 
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“The ways of Zion do because none come to 
the solemn fegsts” (1:4). ty pews a provoca- 
tive of grief. — ‘ ; 


“She came down wonderfully.” Hebrew marvel- 
ously(1:9). The inexplicable come-down of a 
Spirit-filled church. 

“Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?” (1: 12.) 
Religious indifference. 

“It is good that a man should both hope and quiet 
wait for the salvation of the Lord” (3:26). “April, 
’04.” Let us search and try our ways, and turn again 
to the Lord” (3:40). “Nov., ’ Personal way; 
marks—the blaze of Christian experience, Have you 
been this way yourself? 

“Thou, O Lord, remainest” (5:19). The Remain- 
der God! Blessed for ever more! 


Oxseriin, Onto. 
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When the Home Department is at its Best 


Will you try one or all of these three ways of putting it there? 





How Nellie Started a Home Department 
An Actual Experience 


6 AN’T I start a Home Department in our 
house? Daddy gets drunk and he swears, 
mamma don’t never come to church, we ain’t 

‘ot no Bible, and nobody says ‘Our Father’ ’cept me. 

pt it every night ’fore I go to bed.” 

This came from a little blue-eyed youngster, after 
the primary teacher had explained the Home Depart- 
ment of the Sunday-school. 

“Surely, my dear; you can start a Home Depart- 
ment this very day. You can read very nicely now, 
Nellie, and I'll give you this Bible, and show you 
how to start a Home Department. I think ‘Our 
anere§ wants you to be his messenger to your own 

ome.” 

“Oh! thank you, teacher, do you mean I may, keep 
it always?” 

“Yes, my child, I'll write your name in if, and here 
I have marked four verses that you may read to-night, 
and other verses for each day, with a paper slip to 
show where they are. Now before daddy finishes 
supper, show him your new Bible, and ask if he 
would like to hear you read some verses from it; 
read them as sweet as you know how, then ask 
him if he wouldn’t like to hear you say your prayer 
before he goes out; I don’t think he will say ‘No.’ 
Kneel at his knee and say, ‘Our’ Father,’ and then 
climb up for your good-night kiss.” 

“Til Gave a Home Department this very night,” 
said Nellie, as she put on her wraps to go home. She 
said nothing to her mother for she had determined 
that her father should be her special quarry, and she 
found her favorite quiet corner in the garden to 
practise her verses. he meal was but half finished 
when she opened her assault, according to her 
teacher’s directions; an assault as gentle, yet as re- 
sistless, as the assault of the morning sunbeam on 
the unopened bud. 

Each day the father came home the service was 
repeated, using the special verses for the day, until 
by and by at the sound of “Our Father” both. slid 
off their chairs. The pressure, however, was too 
much for the father, without a break, and Thursday 
and Friday he “cut class.” The following Sunday 
Nellie made her report to her teacher alone, saying, 
“I had a Home Department every day but two, when 
daddy missed, but if you will mark more verses I'll 
meet him every night this week on his way home 
from work.” 

This went on a full month, when an outbreak of 
diphtheria laid its fatal grip on little Nellie, and each 
night the father hurried home to his vigil at the bed- 
side of his child. One night he found Nellie in tears, 
which she quickly explained, saying, “Don’t think, 
daddy, I was crying because the doctor says I can’t 
get better; but all day I had been wondering who'll 
read the verses when I’m gone; do you think, daddy, 
Jesus will let me come back while I read them every 
night? and do you think he’ll mark the verses for 
me?” The father bent over and kissed the death- 
smitten lips, heedless of the peril of his caress, say- 
ing, “My darling, those verses shall never be missed 
as long as God gives me breath. I'll read them my- 
self, Nellie, but. maybe he will let you come back 
sometimes, just to keep us homesick for the new 
home where you will be living with Him; and though 
we may not see you we shall know it is our angel 
girl come back to comfort and teach us.” 

Her tears became radiant pearls, shot through with 
the light of the approaching daybreak, as she said, 
“Don’t forget, daddy.” 

In the morning God sent his messenger to meet her, 
leaving behind on her marbled face the sweet smile 
of harvest joy. 

In the paralysis of silence, save for the sobs of 


unspoken grief, they carried her precious dust to the 
cemetery. Their return to their child’s home was 


“their darkest hour; her chair, toys, and most of 


all her Bible, which lay near her little crib, all re- 
minded them that something had gone from their 
lives. Yet a mightier force had come in, for as they 
faced one another in a bewilderment of sorrow, an 
unseen angel did come back, and seal their covenant 
of new purpose, as, with hands clasped, they re- 
peated in broken accents the prayer their child had 
taught them.—Alfred Day, Syracuse, N. Y. ‘ 


‘ oe 
A Mothers’ ‘‘ Coffee ”’ 


(p= of the most inspiring Sunday-schools of Wis- 
consin is at Hudson, the old home of Bill Nye. 
Only one year ago the handsome new Sunday-school 
building was dedicated, a gift of the Honorable and 
Mrs. William H. Phipps. 

But ‘the most inspiring part of that inspiring Sun- 
day-school is the Primary Department, under the 
direction of Mrs. S. J, Bradford. Scripture memory 
work is not considered out of date. The promotion 
and graduation exercises form the chief part of 
Children’s Day, and one takes heart again when he 
hears the children recite the gems of Scripture. 

The memory work is a regular part of the opening 
program of the department, but definite portions are 
assigned the different classes. The main source of 
success, however, lies elsewhere. Mrs. Bradley has 
gotten on the helpful side of the mothers. There is 
no problem before us to-day equal to the “co-opera- 
tion at home” problem. That solved, teacher-training 
and every other effort is on the way to solution. If 
parents would co-operate, any consecrated teacher 
would prove efficient. 

Mrs. Bradley’s Mothers’ Meeting has vindicated 
her claims that home co-operation can be secured if 
we go at it right. She invited the mothers of her 
Primary pupils for a Valentine party on February 15, 
sending out the following invitation: 


Dear Mrs. Brown.—You are invited to be present 
at a coffee given to the mothers of the pupils of the 
Primary ‘Department of the Presbyterian Sunday- 
school, by the officers and teachers of the school, in 
the church parlors, on Saturday, February 15, from 3 
to 5 o'clock. We are anticipating an enjoyable occa- 
sion and urge you to be present.’ 


The mothers came, fifty of them. They were not 
expected to sit in a hot draft of exhortation about 
rearing their children, but just for a pleasant after- 
noon with an occasional hint of what the department 
was accomplishing. 

The room was decorated according to the require- 
ments of Valentine day, with pretty hearts here and 
there between the leaves and winter flowers. The 
nine teachers and three officers were present; also the 
‘three ex-officers. Some of them could not be present 


. from the start because they were teaching school. 


One or two were.clerking in a store. Nevertheless by 
four o'clock not a single one was missing. 

There was a piano solo, a vocal solo, and a duet, 
each having two numbers. . There were two select 
readings by the best reader in that rather aristo- 
cratic community. A story was told in a simple way 
of a buy who came to the place where he did not 
wish any longer to follow his mother’s apron-string. 
It was shown how every boy must naturally reach 
that place. Yet, once, in a most dangerous place it 
was exactly that mother’s apron-string which the boy 
neers to have in his pocket that saved him from 

eath. 

The gathering was throughout sweet and simple. 
The-best that Hudson: could give was offered those 
mothers, many of them speaking a broken-tongue and 


hearts were taken home by way of remembrance. 


But that helpful superintendent suggests having 

such gatherings not more than once a » lest 

lose deir freshness.—Gerrit Verkuyl, bak Pore, Til 
1. : 


The Sunday-School and Family Worship 


os is a sobering of hearts®on account of this 
present war. Fathers who for years have failed 
to call upon God in prayer are beginning to feel that 
sense of divine-need that comes from, the uncertainty 
of life on yonder field of battle. If ever there was 
a chance to get prayer back into our homes, that 
chance is now. And if we fail now to enter the 
open door, it is almost certain that no such oppor- 
tunity will again be granted us during the present 
generation. “To-day is the accepted time. 

We must from the Sunday-school platform and 
in our classes panne daily prayer and teach our 
pupils how to worship. In case-of the smaller chil- 
dren, we need to teach them verbal prayers and to 
make clear at what times they are to use them. No 
superintendent of a Beginners, Primary, or Junior 
Department should rest until every Py 8 has mastered 
a prayer before meals. They should be instructed to 
ask father or mother if the prayer may be given, 
especially in homes where this sacred habit has been 
disregarded. The story of Jesus’ prayer over the 
loaves and fishes; of his prayer at the first Lord’s 
supper; and that prayer in the Emmaus home will 
help older pupils to.consider the beautiful practise. 

ur children’s mornings, too, should witness them 
at prayer. The day with its dafigers and temptations 
lies before them; they should enter upon it with 
Christ. Again it is needful to help the smaller ones 
to memorize a simple prayer. Some of our morning 
songs are available. er prayers may be found in 
Sunday-school papers or in special booklets: In fact, 
most teachers could prepare a little prayer for their 
charges, or the pastor would be willing to assist. 

Older pupils may need to be reminded of Daniel’s 
habits; of the great General Gordon, who spent an 
hour each morning, if at all possible, in his tent pray- 
ing. His handkerchief waving from a tent-pole 
showed his men that during this hour he must not 
be disturbed. in, suggestions for prayer will 
prove helpful. 

But. we want to get our adults back to prayer, too. 
Our sons and daughters have dedicated themselyes 
to the great cause of our country. Shall we sustain 
them with our bonds and with our: hands, but not 
with our hearts in prayer? We, who remain behind, 
must work and pray day after day. Suggestions are 
scarcely necessary, the subjects are so obvious, In 
very truth there are fightings within and without. 
The boys in our camps need to know that the folks 
at home are praying for them, for the. good -con- 
fession they made for their Saviour while at home 
they ought to make before their comrades now. Every 
Christian young man is enjoying an opportunity now 
to be a missionary soldier every day. 

But he needs the daily prayer of God’s people. 
Should he suspect that on Sundays only he is re- 
membered before the throne of grace, his courage 
for Christ is likely to fail him during the week. e 
needs to feel that every day he is remembered; for 
every day there are occasions when he must muster 
courage for his convictions. And if our boys in the 
camps need daily remembrance in prayer, how much 
more our boys in the trenches? 

But the matter must be brought before our Sun- 
day-school workers and our adult classes. Many 
have already begun to pray privately for their sons 
and daughters. But this is the time for the return 
of the Family Altar. Other members of the family 
need this sacred lifting up of the heart toward God 
and this spiritual bond with the loved ones who have 
gone out, perchance never to return. 

The writer remembers once when he was sorely 
tempted and-was weighing in the balance the allure- 
ments of a dangerous step, how the thought of the 
evening prayer that went up for him at home held 
him back from the path which surely would have led 
him away from the Christian service he now enjoys. 

For some of our: grown-ups it may still be neces- 
sary-to prepare written prayers, or to supply books 
containing simple prayers. With prayers there 
should, of course, go the daily reading of God's 
Word, no matter how brief the passage. And may 
we add that for people to whom kneeling, except in 
private, seems very odd,—as it does Seem to many 
Europeans and their children —the prayer may be 
equally acceptable to God when the head ‘is rever- 
ently bowed. Those who have retained the custom 
of “grace” at the table may ddd to their usual thanks- 
giving and petition a prayer for our country-and for 
the sons or daughters of their home or from other 
homes. ; 

But prayer must get back into our homes, and now 
is the time to regain it. In our own way and suiting 
our own times let us rebuild the altar of God and 
help others. to rebuild it in their own homes. It is 
either now or never. But God says “Now.”—Gerrit 
Verkuyl, Oak Park, Ill. 
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- LESSON 4. JULY 28. OBEYING GOD 


Matthew 4: 18-22; John 14: 22-24; James I : 22-27 
Golden Text.—If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments.—John 14: 15 
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The Lesson Pilot , 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


~ Getting Started in Class 


HE orders were to hold the position to the 
death,” said the commanding general to the 
corre dent of the New York Times, de- 
scribing the defense of Plemont Hill in a battle dur- 
ing great drive the Germans on the Western 
Front last month. general continued—“and my 
men fulfilled them to the letter.” Then he went on 
to explain that against 4,000 men of the French army 
were flung 30,000 of the best German troops, after a_ 
bombardment of unexampled violence. He described 
aphic meSsages that were received, every 
little while, from those heroic men who were, in sim- 
ple obedience to their instructions, holding the posi- 
tion to the death. The, bombardment had un ata 
quarter before midnight. . . . About half-past two 
e the telegram, “Bombardment worse on_our 
right.” At 4.51, “After repulsing several attacks I am 
surrounded on ight.” At 7,48 the left announced 
that the right had fallen; half an hour later it re- 
ported, e are holding, but are surrounded.” At 
ten o'clock, “Still holding. Enemy attacks incessant.” 
At quarter to twelve, “Enemy masses are everywhere, 
but we are still holding.” 

Then at five minutes after noon came the last mes- 
sage: “ for.” ‘The little band of heroes had 
been faithful unto death. . j : 

But their resistance had not been in vain, for it 
had enabled reserve battalions: to organize a strong 
defense, against which the German wave was shat- 
tered again and again. 

That is what may well be called obedience. 


Our Background Material 

Take a moment to review, with the class, the three 
lessons we have had this month. 

What is the secret of a gaa the Christian | 
Life”? Belief on Jesus Christ: “Begin” and “be- 
lieve” both begin with a “B.” See John 3:16 and 


What is the secret of “Reading God’s Word” as it 


' Romans 4: 5. 
_should be read? Recognizing that it is really God’s 


Word,—that is, infallible, authoritative, inspired or 
God-breathed. And that -its message, from Genesis 
to Revelation, is Jesus. 

And what is the secret of “Praying to God” effect- 
ively and prevailingly? Meeting the four conditions 
of answered prayer: Praying in faith; for that which 
is according to God’s will; in Christ’s name; and 
abiding in Christ; and this includes a fifth condi- 
tion, complete surrender to the mastery of Christ. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 

quickly locating the references. 

After one has done the three things that were the 
topics of the three lessons already .studied,—has be- 
gun the Christian life, has heard God speak, and has 
spoken to God,—obedience to God is the natural con- 
sequence, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (1) points out. 

Matthew 4: 18-22. If you were at work at your 
eee daily duties, and a ay ge came by and 
as you to drop everything and follow him for 
the rest of your life, would you do so? : 

But that is not a fair question, for Jesus was no 
stranger to the fishermen. This incident occurred in 
the winter of A. D. 28, and it was in March of A. D. 
27 that some or all of them had first met Jesus 
(John 1: 35-51). They had had plenty of time to get 
acquainted with him and to decide whether or not 
obedience to his word was worth while. See what 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3) says as to this. 

Here are six points or principles in Christian obedi- 
ence, found in Matthew’s brief record of the incident: 


1. The One who asks for obedience is Christ, our Saviour. 

2. He asks that we follow him. 

3- He states his purpose, that he will make us fishers 
of. men. 

4. Our obedience is to be given “straightway,”’—the only 
kind of obedience worthy of the name. See the contrast to 
the “straightway” kind of obedience suggested by Mr. 
Howard,—his diagram can be used effectively in class. 

§. The fishermen’s obedience necessitated leaving what 
they had been doing in order to do whatever Christ might 
now give them to do.- Christian obedience is turning away 
from our interests, and to God’s interests. 

6..In the case of the second two fishefmen, their obedi- 
ence involved not only leaving their business and their 
interests, but their own earthly fatker. “He that loveth 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he 
that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy 
of me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me” (Matt. 10 : 37, 38). 








Devotional : John 15 : 8-17. 
Ratio Mann ot Teacher: Beut. 10 ! 12, 13; x Sam< 15: 22, 
~ 93; Matt. 7: 21-27; Mark 3 : 35. 
7 ‘opic : His Will. 
n Material : tt. 4 : 18-22; Jas. ¢ : 22-27, 


“Whe? Howt : To Whom? 
ditional Vaaterial : r Chron. 16:15; Psa. 103: 17, 18; 


Eccl. 12:13; Micah 6:8; Matt. 5:19; 22: 37-40; John 
15: ta-14; 1 John 2 : 3-6, 17. 











18 And walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two brethren, 
Simon who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting 
a net into the sea; for they were fishers. 19 And he saith 
unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you fishers 
of men. 20 And they straightway left the nets, and fol- 
lowed him. 21 And going on from thence he saw two other 
brethren, 1 Jamies the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, 
in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; 
and he called them. 22 And they straightway left the boat 
and their father, and followed him. 

John 14: 22 Judas (not Iscariot) saith unto him, Lord, 
what is come to pass that thou wilt manifest thyself unto 
us, and not unto the world? 23 Jesus answered and said 
unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my word: and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him. 24 He that loveth me not keepeth not 
my words: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the 
Father’s who sent me. 

James 1 : 22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deluding your own selves. 23 For if any one is a 
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like unto a man 
beholding *his natural face in a mirror: 24 for he beholdeth 
himself, and goeth away, and straightway forgetteth what 
manner of man he was. 25 But he that looketh into the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and so continueth, being 
not a hearer that forgetteth but a doer that worketh, this 
man shall be blessed in his doing. 26 If any man * thinketh 
himself to be religious, while he bridleth not his tongue 
but deceiveth his heart, this man's religion is vain. 27 Pure 
religion and undefiled before our God and Father is this, to 
visit the fatherless and -widows in their affliction, and to 
keep oneself unspotted from. the world. 


10Or, Jacob *Gr. the face of his birth. *Or, seemeth 
to be 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Tell the class of the only two choices there are on 
board a man-of-war, according to the old salt (Ittus- 
tration Round-Table, 1). 

An effective discussion of real obedience, from the 
soldier-life seen on every hand to-day, will reach 
every one (Mr. Rogers, 1-2). 

Several essential things that should characterize all 
Christian ‘obedience are brought out by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (III, 6); let the class discuss these. 

John 14: 22-24. Jesus, when telling his disciples 
just béfore his death not to be troubled because of 
his going away, for he is coming again to receive 
them unto himself, says (v. 15), “If- ye love me, ye 
will keep my commandments.” He goes on to say, in 
verses 23 and 24, “Ifa man love me, he will keep 
my word.” There is obedience again. 

Is our love for Christ created by our obedience to 
him? No; our obedience is an expression of our love. 


.We don’t bring our love into existence by obeying 


him; we obey him because we love him. Give. the 
striking illustration of this in the Round-Table (3). 

How, then, are we to get the necessary love for 
Christ? Never by anything that we can do for him; 
only by what he does for us. “We love, because he 
first loved us” (1 John 4:19). And love is a part of 
the fruit of the Spirit. (Gal. 5:22). God must pro- 
duce it in us if we are ever to have it. How can 
we have it? In the same way, and the only way, 
that we can have any other spiritual blessing: by 
belief on Jesus. 

First must come belief; then, love; then, obedience. 
The one who; by simple belief on Jesus, has let the 
Holy Spirit create in him the new nature which is 
Christ, and create in him the leve of God, is the one 
to whom the Father and the Son come and abide; 
and that one keeps Christ’s word. 


James 1: 22-27. If, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (2) 
notes, the book of James was the first New Testa- 
ment book to be written, and if this James was the 
brother of Jesus, how significant that the first written 
message of the New Covenant of our Lord Jesus 
Christ should make so prominent the place of obedi- 
ence and “doing” in the life of the Christian. 

But notice that Jamies’ letter begins with the greet- 
ing to “my brethren” (v. 2), which shows that it is 
addressed to believers, to Christians. They are not, 
therefore, to obey in order to be believers, but they 
are to obey because they are believers. Practical 
James was saved by faith, as is every Christian, and 
he knew it; and he bases his injunctions to duty upon 
the faith foundation. The works that he so strongly 
emphasizes are Christian, works, the frait of faith, 
which is the root (2: 14-26). 

We are to be “doers of the word, and not hearers 


only” (v. 22). What is the first thing to “do”? 
Jesus answered this for us in John 6:29. The first 
work” of the “doer” is believe. 

Then, through belief in Jesus having been born 
again from God, having the new nature, the new life 
which is Christ, the new power or dynamite which is 


-God himself, we are to live a life of activity and 


obedience, which means that we simply let our new 
life, our new nature, express itself. Then it is that 
we shall be living and doing by “the perfect law, the 
law of liberty” (v. 25), which is described also in 
Romans 8:2, and which makes one indeed “a doer 
that: worketh,” and “blessed in his doing.” This 
means that obedience, to the bere? aged Christian, 
becomes easy. Why this is so is vividly shown in the 
Illustration Round-Table (2). 


The Truth that Is Golden 

Obeying God does not make any one a Christian. 
Believing God does. Obedience to the law of God is 
impossible to the unsaved man; its requirement leaves 
him hopeless and lost. But any unsaved person who 
will can believe that Jesus died for his sins and can 
accept Jesus as his personal Saviour. Then he is 
saved, and is given the new power to obey. 

Christ’s call, says Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3), is 
always twofold: “Come unto me; come after me.” 
We cannot come after Christ until we have come unto 
him. Obedience follows faith. 

Point out to the class how, way back in Old Testa- 
ment times, there came first the inward requirement, 
then the outward requirement, as Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 5) shows, on Deuteronomy 10: 12, 13. 

The fundamental difference, as has been so often 

inted out, between Christianity and all other re- 
igions is this: many another religion, like Chris- 
tianity, tells man that he ought to do God’s will, and 
gives him a very high standard of living. But Chris- 
tianity alone of all religions gives man the power 
to do what it tells him he ought to do. 

At the end of a vigorous paragraph on the “doers” 
of this world, Mr. Ridgway (1) tucks in a Bible 
reference that is the secret of effective doing. 
Teaching Points 

James and John did not.love their father less when 
they left him to follow Christ; they learned to love 
their father more, then, than they could have done 
had they remained with him. . 

The true Christian is right with God and also righ 
with others (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 4). 

Keep the horse before the cart in this matter of 
being a Christian and obeying God. A mistaken pres- 
ent-day emphasis gets the cart before the horse, by 
insisting upon obedience and “right living” while say- 
ing that “creed” or belief is unimportant,—arfd then 
wonders why the cart does not move! 

Any one, the weakest, can believe on Christ; and 
then any one, the weakest, can do all things through 
Christ. 

The acts of loving service described by James 
(1:27) do not make a man religious; they are ex- 
pressions of his religion; they show that he has re- 
ligion, or Christ. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Was it hard for the disciples-to give up their busi- 
ness and follow Christ? 

Why is it not too much for Christ to ask a man to 
leave even his father to follow Him? 

Why is it never an impertinence on our part if we 
are “fishers of men” as Christ meant this? 

What did Jesus mean by “keep my word”? 

What did he mean by saying that “the word . . . is 
not mine, but the Father’s who sent me”? 

What is “the perfect law, the law of liberty”? 

What is “religion”? 

Can one be kept “unspotted from the world” ? 
A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


, Growing Stronger (Luke 2: 42-52; 2 Peter 1: 5-8). 

The “Red Triangle” is a familiar sight on the bat- 
tlefields of Europe, and in the camps of America. 
Understood in the right way, Jesus was a red triangle 
boy and man. Our lesson tells us how. 
_ In what ways may we believe that Jesus advanced 
in wisdom? 
_ In what ways may we believe that Jesus advanced 
in favor with God? 
: What is God’s recipe for our being not “unfruit- 
ul”? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D, 






Connection.—The order of these lessons is im- 
pone, After the commencement of the Christian 
ife and the two elements of hearing God speak and 
speaking to him in return, the present topic comes as 
a natural consequence: Obedience. It is the outward 
and visibie proof that our Christian life is real. 
“Why call ye me Lord, Lore ene do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6: 46.) e Matt. 7: 15-21. (1) 

The Books.—The first passage comes from the 
opening section of the first main division of Matthew 
(4:17 to 16:20). The second is taken from the fa- 
miliar words of part of .Christ’s conversation with 
his disciples before his crucifixion (John 13 to 16). 
The third comes from what is usually thought to be 
the first written.of the New Testament books, tlie 
author of which was James, the brother of Christ 
(Acts 15: 13). (2) 

Books for .—Among the very many works 
dealing with practical Christnanity, two call for spe- 
cial notice: “Thy Will Be Done,” by Dr. Andrew 
Murray (Fleming H. Revell Company, New York 
City, cents net); “Quiet Talks on Service,” by 
S. D. Gordon (Revell, 85 cents net). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Call to Service (Matt. 4: 18-22). At the outset of 
‘Christ’s ministry in Galilee, he gave a call to four 
men, and the two elements of the call should be 
specially noted: it was individual and important. 

hen followed their response, which was at once 
prompt and complete. They did not hesitate, be- 
cause they were already Christ’s disciples. Christ's 
call is always twofold: “Come unto me” (Matt. 11: 
28) and “Come after me” (v. 19). First comes sal- 
vation and then service. They had already responded 
to the first of these invitations (John 1: 35-42), and 
after it they had returned to their ordinary work. 
Now they are summoned to the permanent service of 
being “fishers of men.” (3) 

Communion During Service (John 14: 22-24). In 
the course of this wonderful conversation, Judas 
(not Iscariot) could not understand its deep mean- 
ing, especially that Christ would manifest himself 
unto his disciples and not unto the world. The ex- 
planation was soon given that love not only ex- 
presses itself in obedience, but is met by the personal 
revelation of God to the soul. Thus, we have the 
threefold experience: loving; obeying; enjoying. 
ene is the privilege of all the obedient children of 

od, 


Consistency in Service (Jas. 1: 22-27). If a person 
is asked to explain first-rate-and successful farming, 
he might answer by a reference to the observances of 
the laws and principles of farming and to attention 
to the chemistry of the soil and the adaptation of 
labor to climate. But a shorter and easier answer 
would be that there must be so many bushels from the 
acre and the soil must be free from weeds and other 
injurious influences. So if asked about religion, it 
would be possible to reply by stating the theological 
doctrines of Regeneration, Justification, Sanctifica- 
tion. But, as in this passage, it would be equally 
right to sum up the results by showing the amount 
and character of the spiritual crop. e need both 
aspects, involving agricultural colleges with model 
farms, and also definite results in the crops. 

So the Epistle to James describes the results of re- 
ligion in practical every-day life and proves thereby 
the vital reality. Three elements are summed up in 
this practical expression: personal sanctification (v. 
22); personal sincerity (vs. 23-26); personal ser- 
vice (v. 27). Christianity means first, doing some- 
thing; then, doing something for others; and, especi- 
ally, doing something for others who are in need. 
And all this is to be done according to the standard 
of the Word of God, nothing short of this (vs. 22-25). 
Any profession without me practical proof will onl 
stamp the person as a hypocrite. True religion will 
mean the soul being right with God and also right 
with others. (4) 

Devotional Reading.—John 15: 8-17. This is prac- 
tically the same passage set for devotional reading in 
connection with the lesson for July 7. The entire 
chapter is properly the record of Christ’s words on 
the way from the Upper Room to Gethsemane, It ex- 
presses the believer's threefold relationship: (1) tc 
Christ in union and communion (vs. 1-11); (2) to 
one another in love and service (vs. 12-17); (3) to 
the world in enmity and persecution (vs. 18.27). In 
the passage now. given, special emphasis is laid on 


Christ’s commands (vs. 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 17), with the ~ 


true and proper response of obedience. 
Il. Additional Material for Teachers 


Deuteronomy 10: 12, 13; 1 Samuel 15: 22, 23; Mat- 
thew 7: 21-27; Mark 3: 35. 

These passages are only a mere fragment of : the 
fulness of Scripture teaching on obedience. 
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1. Deuteronomy 10: 12, 13. (a ‘ape require- 
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ment; (2) outward requirement. 

2. 1 Samuel 15: 22, 23. (1) The supreme law; (2) 
the supreme sin. 

3. Matthew 7: 21-27. Notice the important con- 
trast: (1) saying and not.doing; (2). hearing and 
doing. . 


_4 Mark 3:35. (1) The call; (2) the commenda- 
tron. 


Hl. The Graded Topics 

Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: Obedience: 
To Whom? Why? How? (Additional Material: 
1 Chron, 16:15; Psa. 103: 17, 18; Eccl. 12:13; Micah 
6:8; Matt. 5:19; 22: 37-40; John 15: 12-14; 1 John 
2: 3-6, 17). 

1. Obedience: to Whom? Like Peter and John 
we are to say: “We must obey God rather than men” 
(Acts 5:29). See also Acts 4:19. Christ empha- 
sizes again and again the truth suggested by the 
words, “my commandments.” A railroad servant was 
doing his Soy the face of a great crowd who did 
not wish to hindered in hurrying away from a 
station. After the crowd had gone, an onlooker re- 
marked to the man that he had had a very rough 
time of it. The man replied, pointing up to the 
Manager’s office: “I do not mind so long as I am 
right up there.” When we are right with God, noth- 
ing else matters. 

2. Obedience: Why? There are three main and 
special reasons for obedience: (1) a command of 

od calls for obligation; (2) blessing from God de- 
mands gratitude; (3) grace from God calls for testi- 
mony. Obedience is the all-embracing proof of our 
obligation, our thankfulness, and our witness. 

3. Obedience: How? We are to obey God: (1) 
fully, with no reservation; (2) promptly, without 
hesitation; (3) eneeretionngy, without challenge. 
A teacher once asked her scholars the real meaning 
of “Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.” 
“How,” said she, “do the angels do God’s will in 
heaven?” One answer given was: “They do it with- 
out asking any questions.” (6) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The great truth of obedience is nowhere better 
summed up than in Christ’s words: “If ye know 
these nes happy are ye if ye do them” (John 
13:17). 

1. Knowledge. This is where the Christian life 
starts, for knowledge is one of the sources of action. 
It is essential for us to know, so that we may be 
guarded against error and guided towards that which 
is right. Knowledge is one of the supreme require- 
ments of the Christian, and the First Epistle of John 
may be said to have as its keynote, “that ye may 
know.” A clear perception of truth will be our 
greatest protection (1 John 2: 14). 

2. Action. Christianity is not only a creed; it is a 
life, and if knowledge is the spring of action, action is 
the end of knowledge. “If ye know these things, . .. 
do them.” Action is summed up in the two words: 
“walk” and “work,” that is, character and conduct, 
holiness and service. All our profession of Chris- 
tianity will go for nothing unless we show it in our 
lives. This is the meaning of Paul’s words about the 
“fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5), which, in its ninefold 
expression includes everything—three with regard to 
God; three with regard to those around us; and 
three with regard to ourselves. So also John’s First 
Epistle includes obedience to God, love to the 
brethren, and the possession of the Holy Spirit in the 
heart. In the same way when Paul preached to 
Festus, he preached our threefold relationship of 
righteousness, self-control, and judgment to come. 
Our dealings with God are intended to be the source 
of our true dealings with others in the influence and 
nower of a holy life, shown’ in loving service. 

3. Blessedness, “If ye know these things, blessed 
are ye if ye do them,” There will be the blessedness 
of peace, of power, and of protection. The joy of 
the Lord will be our strength. Then will follow the 
blessedness of service, of obedience, of work, and of 
influence. This is the life tc which God is contin- 
ually calling us (1 Cor. 15:58). 

V. Leading Questions 

Why did Christ command these men to follow him? 
Why did they so readily obey? 

How did they prove their obedience? 

What is the supreme proof of love to Christ? 


What is the most important result of obedience in 
relation to our personal inner life? 


What will be the result of hearing God’s Word 
without obeying it? (Jas. 1.) 

What is the true use of the Divine law? 

What are the elements of genuine blessedness? 

How can the tongue prove the reality of religion? 

What illustrations are found, in Scripture, of men 
who heard and did not obey? 


Show from the Epistles the truth of Paul’s words 
about “faith that werketh by love.” 


Wyceutrre Correce, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Obedience.—They straightway left the nets, and 
followed him (Matt. 4:20). As I take up this les- 
son Jack London has just died. If “t 


sea they dropped 

their living for a life. They did it on a “straightway,” 
which is the shortest distance between any two points. 
Follow the careers of these men and see what 
pened to them. They now lead the hosts that ta 
the world. These men did not have to “wait until 
we salt our fish,” or “just as soon as we can sell our 
Soy he dea Bel ae oS az  etidhion 
ut e dead.” Bell drop \ nh t ing 
a Aa as did Morse the peesreks ‘alate beelans 
at the call to wire the world together. anamaker 
gave up the world’s greatest ready-made clothing 

usiness at the call to show the world how to keep 
store. Do you 
any walk of life that has not been the straightway 
answer to a call to follow? Old Mr. Dillydaddle 
never gets very far or very hi~h either in business or 
religion. This world seems to be made expressly for 
the Johnny-on-the-spot kind of men. The rewards 
in the world are for those who can obey, whether in 
the affairs of men or’in the army of the Lord (Exod. 
19:5; John 12:26). 


Keeping Word.—/f a man love me he will kee my 
word (John 14:23). Does love imply implicit di- 
ence? You love your parents; do you obey? You 
love your wife; do you implicitly obey her? Vice 
versa! Some of you fellows have the idea in your 
head you do not need religion because you are pretty 
good sort of fellows upon the whole. The very best 
in the sight of heaven are a bad lot. Ask Isaiah in 
the Old and Paul in the New (Isa. 64:6; Rom. 7: 
14-25). We do not even know how to love, and only 
loving obey. And right here we put the lens upon 
the microbe of all our trials and troubles: From the 
time when a crawler we disobeyed mother and touched 
the black stove to see if it was hot until now, nearly 
all our physical ills have come from not keeping 
mother’s word. And out in this great world where 
we live our life and push our fight, nearly all our 
business and social difficulties come from not keeping 
our Father’s word. Our Father was so careful to get 
his word to us telling us how and what to do that he 
did not entrust the matter to Gabriel or some other 
angel, but sent no less a one than his only beloved 
Son. Many years ago Queen Victoria sent the Prince 
of Wales over to visit her American subjects, and the 
Canadians were so honored that they are not done 
talking about it even yet. Our God did this ‘for you. 
How about your loyalty? As I write, Canada, with 
noble loyalty, is sending thousands of her best you 
men to fight and die for the grandson: of the g 
queen they loved. Are you in service for your King? 


The Doer Family.—Being . .. a doer that worketh 
... blessed in his doing (James 1:25). The man who 
can do things is the man who is favored by both 
Heaven and Earth. There is no human article so 
hard to find as a genuine full-jeweled steady-running 
doer. Try it out where you live. How many in your 
school and church? Do you have the “Gideon Band” 
mixture, one to the hundred? How many men do 
you know who can “Carry the Message to Garcia”? 
I heard Uncle Billy Watson say, “Lots of young fel- 
lows should get their girls to knit them bed-room 
slippers.” ,It was Uncle Billy’s way of saying they 
got “cold feet” when they went up against a worth- 
while proposition. Our God is so unspeakably good 
that he designed this world so every man and woman 


. can have the best there is in it if they really, mark 


you, really, want it. God is wise as well as good, 
and nobody gets the joy and the prosperity and the 
honor but George Washington Doer, David Living- 
stone Doer, Graham Bell Doer, Frances Willard Doer, 
and the other members of the Doer family. Neither 
God nor Uncle Billy Watson has any use for the 
ploughman who can’t keep his eye upon the rag upon 
the pole. All the good places pretty much, that I 
know, are filled with men who can bring things to 
pass. Mr. Carnegie in one of his addresses tells 
young men the way to advance in great corporations 
is to Do something (Luke 9: 62; Phil. 4: 13). (1) 


The Pure Article.—Pure religion ... is this... to 
keep himself unspotted from the world (James 1: 20, 
A. What, then, is impure religion? I am afraid 
many of us are pretty well spotted by the world. I 
have just been with Burton Holmes among the Cana- 
dian Rockies and enjoyed an Indian reception to the 
Duke of Connaught. The Indians had taken a paint 
brush. and decorated their fine little ponies all over 
with spots. And this is about the way old Mr. World 
rides some of us around. In rainy weather we give 
the passing automobiles lots of room. We don’t 
want to be spotted by their mud. Especially when we 


\ have on our “Sunday-go-to-meetin’s.” Suppose we 


were just as careful when the world rolis by! It is 








know of a single success anywhere in - 
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~ Short illustra of from 75 to 158 


“swinging up and 


heard the ro 


FOR JULY 28 (Matt. 4 : 18-22; John 14 : 22-24) 


cortier ry unexpected 
or: See that fellow with the lunch 
ox and grimy face and reeking clothes 
i ‘ down First Avenue 
day? You wouldn’t dream of 
asking him to walk with. you, or ride 
ith you, milady. But that fellow is 
“white clear through.” I know it, for I 
men down in the mill 
where he works say those very words. 
He is Jerry Fraser, coal heaver and 
cinder-snapper, “unspotted from the 
world.” It was a fellow of this sort, a 
freight handler, that the dying presi- 
dent of the world’s greatest railroad 
sent for to come and tell him of Jesus 
and salvation (Rom. 12:2). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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_ The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach Phe Sunday 

School Times three full months in ‘advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illvstrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, ‘which 
t All read- 
ers are invited to assist.in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
évery anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
Awo dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better * than 


chance 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Her Opportunity.—/ m mediately 
(Matt. 4:22, A. V.). There are times 
‘when if we do not answer God's call 


... fmmediately the opportunity.is gone for- 


ever,. leaving a lifelong regret. As I 
passed. through .a pleasant street God 


told ‘me ‘to“give his message ‘to an: old. 


man ‘who was. /sitting on a lawn: I 
thought I might. be mistaken, and passed 
on to take-a car, but found,I had no 


‘ money, so returned and spoke to him. 


Some ladies who were on a veranda, 


- hidden by.vines, began to talk to me, 


and I knew they would hear all I said. 
-Alas! I had been told, times without 
number, that one should not ask a per- 
son if he were a Christian, or invite him 
to come to Christ, when others were 
present, as it might do more harm than 
good. I sat .on the steps and talked 
with the ladies about the life hid with 
Christ in God, but the old man went 
away, and in a few hours was struck by 
an express-train and was killed imme- 
diately. I then learned he was not a 
Christian.—Sent by Mrs. N. C. Alger, 
Ossining, -N. Y. 

Paying With Sinners.—But be ye 
doers of the word, and not. hearers 
only (Jas. 1:22). A story is told of a 
North Carolina preacher who lived in 
the days when traveling preachers were 
entertained at hotels free of charge. 
This emg saad preacher put up at a 
small hotel for a few days where he was 
most hospitably entertained by the host; 
but he was much surprised when, on 
leaving, he was presented with his, bill. 
“Why,” he said, “I thought preachers 
were entertained free.” “Well,” said 
the infikeeper, “you came in and ate your 
meals without asking the blessing; you 
went to bed and rose in the morning 


* without ever saying “a prayer; while 


here you talked about everything but re- 
ligion: pray, how were we to know that 
you were a preacher? You have lived 
like a sinner, and now you will have to 
pay with the sinners.”"—From a sermon 
by the Rev. J. W. H. Brown. Sent by 
Roy Harris, Toronto, Can. 

Only Two Choices.—Be ye doers of 
the ‘word, and not hearers only (v. 22). 
Said an old salt to the young apprentice: 
“Aboard a man o’ war, my lad,-there’s 
only two choices. One’s duty; t’6ther’s 
mutiny.”—From a sermon by Rev. A. S. 
Woodburne in the Canadian Baptist. 
Sent by Roy Harris, Toronto, Can. (1) 

Surrendering Slavery. — The perfect 
lew, the law of liberty (v. 25). A man 
who was seeking to become a Christian 


jadl i heentened foe. lot dent, moni 





come. 
him if he gave himself to Christ. 4 
shall have to give up so much,” he said. 
“There are many I can do now 
that I can’t do then.” “But,” said a 
ee ‘ ; “there S mony 

ings can’t do now. ou_canno' 
eat rt te drink it.” “No,” replied the 
man, “but I don’t want to do a thing 
like that.” “That's just it,” was the re- 
ply. “And when you become a thor- 
oughgoing Christian, all sin will become 
distasteful to you. You will not want 
to commit it.” Im accepting Christ we 
do not ‘surrender our liberty but our 
slavery, and we become free to do what 
we please, because we shall please to do 
God’s will—From the. Christian Age. 
Sent by J.A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. (2) 


Within the Law—Which Law ?—But 
he that looketh into the perfect law, the 
law of liberty (v: 25). A New York 
lawyer tells of a conversation that oc- 
curred in his presence between a bank 

resident and his son who was about to 
leave for the West, there to engage in 
business on his own account. n,” 
said the father, “on this, the threshold 
of your business life, I desire to impress 
one thought upon your mind. Honesty 
ever and always is the policy that is 
best.” “Yes, father,” said the young 
man. “And, by the way,” added ‘the 
graybeard, “I would urge you to read 
up a little on corporation law. It will 
amaze you to discover how many things 

ou can do in a business way and still 

honest.” What a difference between 
man’s law and God’s!—From_ Harper's 
Magazine. Sent by Mamie D. Smith, 
Petersburg, Va. 


What Changed the Rules ?—/? ye love 
me, ye will keep my commandments 
(Golden Text). It was Grace’s first ex- 
perience at a boarding-school. A copy 
of the rules.was handed to her.as she 
entered. She read them with. frowning 
brow and sinking heart. Keep those 
rules? She never could, and she never 
would... It was intolerable! At supper 
Grace was introduced to the Principal. 
What a lovely woman! How winning 
her smile! The next day Grace’s admi- 
ration increased. Soon the girl became” 
one of her most devoted adherents. 
Where were now the irksome rules? 
Her. one desire was to please the Prin- 
cipal. Love made easy the fulfilling of 
the commands.—From the Christian 
Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, 
Eng. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. (3) 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“I walk with the King.” 

“ My life, my love, I give to Thee.” 
“Till go where you want me to go.” 
“I Save my life for thee.” 

“O Jesus, I have promised.” - 

“If Jesus goes with me I’ll go.” 
“O day of rest and gladness.” 
“When morning gilds the skies.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
gical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United. Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 4: 3-8 (7: 1-3). 
Psalm 40: 1-8 (8: 1-3). 
Psalm 103 : 1-9 (207 : 1-3). 
Psalm 78: 1-8 (162: 1-3). 
Psalm 37 : 1-9 (82: 1-3). 


4 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
how patient thou art with our reluctance to 
obey thee! We have added to the burden of 
thy sorrow by our light-hearted delays in 
obeying thy calls. We have turned a deaf 
ear to thy loving commands,- when thou 
hast called us from the enchantments of 
the world. Dear Lord, we would have a new 
obedience, swift and joyous, bear willing 
witness to thy rule in our hearts! Forgive 
our questionings. Quicken our response to 
thee. In thy dear ‘name. Amen. ; 


ute” obedience isn’t the kind that counts 
for mtch. Soldiers couldn’t be ‘sold 
diers and work that way. A, sailor: at 
the wheel couldn’t be on deck very Jeng; 





if he cheerfully requested the mate tg 


After the Lesson.—The Ree Boney 


q 
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to.put the wheel hard-a-lee. And the 
youngster doesn’t know much about 
obedience who can never come when 
he is called, or go when he is sent, Rut 
must always have an extra-minute. How 
do-you suppose it seems to Jesus when 
we have a clear call from him, and we 
tell him there’s.something else we. must 
do first? There’s-a word used twice in 
the Matthew part of this lesson that 
shows how Peter and Andrew and 
James and John obeyed when Jesus 
called them. t is that word? ! 
Straightway. I’m going to make up a 
wees to help us to get the truth into our 
minds. 


Stow WAY OBEDIENCE 


WHICH ? 














Is yours the straightway kind, or the 
slow-way? Which would please Jesus? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





[ Department Helps ] 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Good soldiers 

obey their commanders. 

Notes.—To-day’s lesson,’ emphasizing 
obedience, follows three lessons on lov- 
ing. and trusting, learning, and praying. 

eachers of children should aim to 
touch their ‘lives rather than to teach 
facts: Each, .teachér has a group of 
children; to,.be-taught rather than a 
group of lessons to be taught. 

Introduction.—For. more than a year 
young menvof, every city,, town,: village, 
and country district have heard this call; 
.Come, follow. the. flag; your country 
needs your..help now; come, to be 
trained for. service, (Talk ‘about the 
service flags.) 5, 

The young. men. obeyed: They left 
farms,. stores, shops, factories, and 
schools to gather in. great camps for 
hy ae (Talk of. the one nearest to 
you.) ot all are trained for the same 
work. Some will be soldiers; some, 
sailors; others, airmen; some will drive 
reat auto trucks; some are doctors. 

e know the different uniforms. Young 
women answered the call to enlist as 
nurses, 

What is the very first thing which 
each soldier, sailor, etc., must learn? 
Yes, to obey the commander without 
asking any questions. Those who love 
and trust their commanders are ready 
to learn and obey. Those who learn 
and obey best are most likely to be pro- 
moted to be officers. Then they may 
give commands to others. 

Lesson Story.—Some of us can sing: 
“Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as 

to war, 

With the cross of Jesus going on before; 

Lt the royal Master, leads against the 

oe; 

Forward, into battle, see His banners go!” 


Jesus must have watched some fisher- 
men row out from shore in two boats, 
throw heavy nets into the sea and soon 
haul them in again full of fishes. Jesus 
watched them put the fish in their boats; 
then one boat pulled toward shore, and 
three men soon began to mend holes 
which had broken in their nets. These 
were James and John and their father. 
The other boat was still a little way 
from shore. Two brothers were fishing 
from it. As Jesus walked along he 
thought: Such strong, honest men are 
just the ones'I need for my helpers. He 
called: Come, help me in my work. I 
will teach and train you to be fishers of 
men. 

Peter and Andrew heard. They 
obeyed; and pulled’to the shore. They 
left. ‘their’: fishing and. followed Jesus. 
}Jt.was.a short distance to the other boat 
3 ei, the,::men ,were mending nets. 
Jesus called to James and John. They 





wait a minute when the mate told him 


obéyed, left their nets and their father 
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with the boat and followed i. So 
Peter and Andrew, James and John, the 
fishermen of Capernaum, became the 
first Christian soldiers, with Jesus as 
their commander. 

Jesus wanted to train them, that they 
might learn to train others, 

Jilustrative Incidents. — One quiet 
night a boy heard a ‘still, small voice 
call, Samuel, Samuel. At first Samuel 
did not know-that God was calling him 


‘because. he wanted to train him to be- 


come God’s messenger. en Samuel 
knew this he answered, Speak, Lord, for 
thy servant heareth. (See 1 Sam. 3: 
1-21.) Samuel became God’s obedient 
messenger. We ought to obey God. 
Because seeds, plants, trees, etc., obey 
God’s laws, they give to the world God’s 
blessings of grain, vegetables, flowers, 
and fruit. 

Some of God’s commands tell us to 
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it 
holy; Horror thy father and ny mother. 
, bbe time a father called David his 
son to carry presents of parched grai 
bread, and cheese to his brothers an 
their officers in the army. David 
his father and God, and became the 
king of God’s people.’ The Bible teaches, 
Chi < obey your parents (1 Sam. 17: 
17-40). 

When our soldiers and sailors were 
called to camp, they obeyed. When 
they were ordered to France, . they 
obeyed. When they were ordered to the 
trenches or on deck, they obeyed. When 
they were ordered “over the top,” or 
to take the ships into dangerous places, 
they obeyed. Whatever cag | are told to 
do, they do, because they love country 
and freedom. The Bible says: Be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers coke, 

Jesus said, If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments. (yoy will 
obey). Let us sing what we want.to do 
each day of this week: 

“ Sunday-school is over, for another day, 

Hear us now, dear Jesus, as to Thee we 

Tray; 

Through the week be with us, in our work 

and play, 

Make us kind and loving, help us to obey.” 


Prorta, Ix. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The reasons; 2. The rules; 3. The re- 
wards of true obedience to God. 











ITH so much of the world under 

the strictest military discipline, the 
timeliness of studying obedience to the 
eswpreme authority of God is evident. 
And if we who are teaching young girls 
can only make clear and dear to them 
the reasonableness and rightness, the 
richness and rewards, of obedience to 
our God, what a rock of strength such 
conviction will prove to them, strug- 
gling as they are at their age-with so 
many and such contrary currents of life! 
At this age above all others they are so 
uick to rebel or fret against all au- 
thority because of their own rapidly de- 
veloping individualities. 

Nor can we say to our teen-age girl, 
“Obey because you are told to do so.” 
We must lead her “to love the sweet 
will of God” before obedience can 
spring from the heart and so bear the 
full fruit of Christian liberty. So let us 
search a bit for the highest reasons for 
such obedience. 


1. Obedience to God’s will brings a 
deep knowledge of him, for he promises 
his love to such in a close and intimate 
sense, to abide with and reveal himself 
to such a one (John 14:23). It also 
brings conviction of the deity of Jesus 
Christ (John 7:17). Often the first 
step in obedience to God’s known will 
clears away all sorts of mental doubts 
and questionings, so if you can persuade 
that girl who is hanging back because 
she does not “understand all about the 
Bible or God” to take the one step she 
does know about, God will become her 
teacher, revealing himself beyond all 
power of human agents. 

Then such obedience will round out 





into beautiful completeness the  ill- 





Rhee te me eee 
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ordered, one-sided life, for in such 
ebedience we find our whole duty 
(Eccl. 12:13; Micah 6:8). Every girl 
longs for such character, and here is the 
= to its possession. 

uch a knowledge of God leads to 
deep love for him and to a recognition 
of his fourfold claim on our loyal 
obedience. “To Him I belong by cre- 
ation, purchase, conquest, and self-sur- 
render.” No other can have such a full 
claim on our loving obedience (Matt. 
22: 37-40). 

2. Now how is obedience from such 
reasons governed? By what rules is it 

uided? If, like that of Peter, Andréw, 
nme and John (Matt. 4: 18-22) it is 
the result of true self-surrender, after 
the conquest of Jesus’ love, it will be 
immediate, unquestioning, without reser- 
vation. Make this the story of your 
lesson, remembering how a real story 
grips young hearts,—more than all ab- 
stract reasonings. 

Then note that obedience from other 
motives Jesus judged of no account, 
for it is like that 6f the Pharisees, who 
obeyed from self-righteous § precy whose 
hearts were not surrendered to the God 
ey they outwardly honored (Matt. 
§: 20). 

3. But let us look a while at the rich- 
ness of reward for the right obedience 
to God. What does his Book say of 
that? For, teachers, no sense of duty 
has half the compelling and alluring 
power over young hearts that the joy 
of the Christ-life has when once they 
glimpse its beauty! 

First, then, it pleases God above all 
other forms of worship (1 Sam, 15: 22), 
and is the only foundation for perma- 
nent security of character and happi- 
mess (Matt. 7: 21-27). What seems so 
desirable in disobedience so soon de- 
velops its real failure and bitterness! 
Can you make those young hearts feel 
that? Witness Saul’s case, and David's, 
and Absalom’s, and Peter’s,—the long, 
long list! And hear God’s good word 
of promise to all who do keep his com- 
mandments (Psa. 103: 17, 18). 

Then it gives us the blessed certainty 
that we are his (1 John 2:3-6) and 
shall be forever, when our love bears 
the full fruit of obedience to his known 
will (1 John 2:17). 

But best, sweetest, dearest of all is 
Jesus’ wonderful statement (Mark 3: 
35) that we who do the will of God 
are his own nearest and dearest,—as 
brother, sister, mother to him! To love 
him opens wide the flood-gates of hap- 
piness here and forever, but to have his 
word for it that if we obey his Father 
we are his beloved makes every step in 
the path of obedience true joy. Point 
back to the after-lives of those four 
fishermen, who did so obey him as an 
example of this. 

This is your opportunity to pass on to 
your girls what may be old and dear to 
you, that it may become dear to them 
also, George Macdonald’s well-known 
poem, “The Path of Obedience.” Have 
comes ready for their note-books and 
ask them to memorize it this week, not- 
ing especially the last verse: 

“Then into His hand went mine, 

And into my heart came He, 

And we walk in a light divine 
The path I had feared to see.” 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: 
obey. 
Explanations: Who these men were; 
what Jesus called them to; how Zebe- 
. dee felt about it. 

Main points: Importance of obeying 
Christ; the test of being off duty; the 
‘high calling of the ministry. 

Illustrations: Some soldiers that the 
boys have seen drill; story of a lazy 

soldier. 


How and why soldiers 














Home Study 


In the present series of lessons it) 
seems wiser for the home study to be a 
review or completion of the lesson just | 
presented in class, rather than a pre-| 
view of the one next to come. Such | 
work as that suggested above will be | 
helpful, and~ also looking up further | 
references on the subject just discussed. 
Here are some good ones.for this week: | 
Deuteronomy 26:16; Joshua 1:8; Acts 
5:29; 26:19; Hebrews 5:8; James 1: 
25; Revelation 22: 14. 

ATLANTA, GA. 


Would you go to hear Margaret Slat- 
tery talk to teachers and mothers about 
girls? Thousands do. And it’s very 
much like that just to read her book 
‘ “The Girl in Her Teens.” If you don’t 
own it, better send fifty cents for a copy 





to The Sunday School Times Company. 


$14 Ow many of you boys saw those 
sgidiers from the troop train 
march up Main Street and back to the 
oon the other day?” Of course we all 
held up our hands. It was just at noon 
last Monday and I missed 
them. (1) 

“How did they obey the captain’s or- 
ders?” was the next question. 

“On the dot, just like a machine,” we 
answered. 

“When the captain shouted ‘Fall in,’ 
did some wait until they felt like it, and 
others line up where and how they 
pleased?” 

“No, sir,” we shouted. “You couldn’t 
have a company at all if they did that 
way.” . 

“Why do soldiers obey?” came next. 

“Patriotism,” answered Bert. “Be- 
cause they promised to,” suggested Carl. 
“Afraid they’ll be shot at sunrise,” de- 
clared Bulldog. 

Then teacher talked about how every 
Christian is a soldier. Christ is our 
Captain, and one of the most important 
things is absolute obedience to his com- 
mands. He says we obey from love, 
and that love’s obedience ought to be 
even more perfect and prompt than the 
obedience of fear or duty. Yet he says 


inner to see 


~that some professing Christians seem to 


think that when Christ commands “Fall 
in” (join the church), or “Forward 
march” (take up some ¢hurch work), 
they can do just as they please. 

Teacher told a story he saw in a paper 
about a soldier who just lay still on his 
cot in the tent when the bugle blew for 
dress parade. His sergeant called to 
him to fall in. But he looked up and 
said: “Oh, I can ‘see it all from here.” 
Of course the story was meant for a 
joke, -but teacher said some church- 
members seem to think all they have to 
do is to look on while the rest do the 
work. 

I guess we seemed sort of interested 
in this soldier talk, so teacher went on. 


He said the real test of a soldier’s obedi- 
ence is when he is off duty. = 2 oe 
orders when he is off on leave, then 

is a soldier for sure. And the 
test of a Christian is not only his faith- 
fulness to the church, but his life at 
home, in school, at play, when he is off 
duty. We all have orders from Christ 
that we are to keep away from some 
things. Do we obey orders like a true 
soldier? (2) 

About this time Palidos Jones began 
to squirm around on his chair, so 
teacher turned to the lesson. He said 
it was about one time when Jesus gave 
the command “Fall in,” and the point 
is the way his soldiers obeyed. 
~ Our home-study- questions brought 
out that these four men had enlisted 
with Jesus some time before this (John 
1: 35-43), but they had been waiting un- 
til they were called out. Now they were 
to go to the front and capture as many 
prisoners for Jesus as they could. They 


They left a good business for some- 
thing that didn’t pay much. But catch- 
ing men for Jesus was a big promotion 
over catching fish for himself. 

Teacher thinks there isn’t a higher call- 
ing in the world than that of a minister, 
and that a Sunday-school teacher is next. 
But he says very Christian ought to be 
a soul-winner. If God calls a man to 
be a doctor or a merchant, a teacher or 
a carpenter, he can still be a fisher of 
men, for every unsaved man that he 
becomes acquainted with in his business 
is a chance to fish. Teacher says even 
boys can be soul-winners, and he wants 
us to pick out two or three unsaved 
boys that we know and try to “catch” 
them. 

“How do you suppose Zebedee felt 
when his sons left him?” was my home 
question. I thought of course he felt 
bad. But mother says he was probably 
proud and glad. Of course he would 
miss the boys, but she says any father 
and mother ought to count it an honor if 
their son is called to be a minister of the 
Gospel. I asked her if she felt that way 
about me, and she told me that when I 
was born she dedicated me to the min- 
istry, if it should be God’s will. I didn’t 
know a boy’s mother ever felt like that 
about it. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Luke 2: 42-52; 2 Pet. 1: 5-8 
For the next lesson we are each to 

ask three persons what they think is 

the most important factor in making a 


success of life. Then we are-to report 
their answers next Sunday. 





Terre Haute, Ino. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


JULY 13, 1918 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








August 4. All for Christ. II. Our Ambitions. ‘ 
Phil. 3: 4-11. (Consecration meeting.) 
August 11. Lessons in Nature’s School. Prov. 
6: 6-8; John 12: 24, 25. 

August 18. Using Our Pens for Christ. Luke 
1: 1-4; 3 John 1-14. 

August 25. The Power of the Cross on the 
Frontier. Psa. 107 : 33-43. 


Sunday, July 28 
Lesson from Bible 
(Prov. 10: 1-16). 





were like some of our soldiers to-day. - 


Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Wisdom in hiding (Prov. 2: 3, 4). 
Tues.—Ancestral wisdom (Prov. 4: 1-13). 
Wed.—On idleness (Prov. 6: 6-11). 
Thurs.—Ill-gotten gain (Prov. 10: 2). 
Fri.—Malice aforethought (Prov. 11: 9). 








Sat.—Business honesty (Prov. 11 : 1). 















Hey! Mister 
the road is 


[RELIGION 





Pretty tough going 
in the ditch. 





ata. oe 
| told you so, 
Henry. 
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What is your favorite proverb? Why? 
What practical do you learn from 
proverbs? 

How can we best use the book of Proverbs? 


HAT is a proverb? A proverb is 
“a short pithy sentence, often re- 
yore colloquially, expressing a well- 

own truth or a common fact ascer- 
tained by experience or observation, a 
popular saying which briefly and forc- 
ibly expresses some practical precept.” 

Individuals do not manufacture prov- 
erbs. They can make epigrams, but a 
proverb gathers up the collective ex- 
perience of generations, and it grows 
up out of composite authorship. Even 
if an individual invented it he could not 
claim authorship. He would attribute 
it to humanity. 

- What is the best proverb that you can 
think of that is not found in the Bible? 
we 

The Chinese are great lovers of prov- 
erbs. Can you remember a good Chi- 
nese proverb? Here are two of them: 

“ When the ground is clean, and the thresh- 
ing-floor bare, 

The teacher’s heart is filled with care.” 
“Darnel will not do for the grain-tax, and 

daughters will never support their 
mothers.” 


These proverbs of Solomon’s are the 
counsels of wisdom, . They are good 
advice learned from long human experi- 
ence. And good advice and the coun- 
sels of wisdom are good things. There 
are two difficulties about it, however. 
One is that good advice does not enable 
the man who gets it to fol‘ow it. It is 
good advice to the drunkard to bid him 
to stop drinking. But he can’t. And 
the second difficulty is that there are 
many human situations which no prov- 
erb exactly fits. The problems are too 
intricate and difficult to be solved by a 
maxim. The one remedy for the in- 
efficacy of proverbs is the Gospel. Christ 
both shows us what is right always and 
everywhere and enables us to do it. 


Jesus is better than any proverb, and 
the name of Jesus is a safer and surer 
help than any moral maxim. The one 
great and sufficient word was spoken by 
Peter before the council in Jerusalem 
in defense of the miracle wrought 
through him and John upon the lame 
man at the Beautiful Gate of the Tem- 
ple: “In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, even in him doth 
this ‘man stand here before you whole. 
... And in none other is there salvation: 
for neither is there any other name 
under heaven, that is given among’ men, 
wherein we must be saved” (Acts 4: 
9-12). 


“Truth is certain, soon or late, to appear 
In front of us, whatever we may do 
To avoid the meeting. Better when we 
hear 
Her steps approaching for the interview, 
Prepare at once, and meet her face to face.” 
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“Tell what your name is, girlie,” 
other said. i 
“I don’t like my. name,”. whispered the 


* little: girl, - 4 

“Then it's sure to be a good one! 

exclaimed ‘the’ ; and he whisked a 
note-book and i 


out of his Rpm 
as if he meant to write is down, on’t 
“you tell me?” : 

But the little girl only shook her head. 

“Tll give you half of my chocolate 
nut bar if you'll tell me,” coaxed the 
* boy; “mine’s Harry, now tell me yours.” 
en he broke the nut bar in two and 
offered her half it looked so tempting 
that she opened her mouth at last. 

“It’s Jemima,” said the little girl in a 
dreadfully ashamed voice. ; 

“Goody!” exclaimed Harry, “I haven’t 
ot that one.” And he promptly sat 
Sewn on the seat and wrote Jemima in 
his book.- 

“It’s an’ awfully: ugly name, isn’t it?” 
said the little girl. . 

“T' think it’s fine. You sée I’m mak- 
ing a collection of names and only the 
rare ones are any good. It’s just like 
stamps.; You get all the common ones 
the first week.’ 

Jemima had never heard of a collec- 
tion of names and thought it the fun- 
_ niest idea. “Harry explained it all to her. 
He was a Very nice boy. And he let her 
look at his book, and read to her all the 
names he had collected. Some of them 
were the oddest you could imagine, such 
as Sheelabelle, Eurilla, and Polax. 

“Did real people have those names?” 
asked Jemima, who began to think her 
name wasn’t so dreadful after all. 

“Of course they did, or else I couldn’t 
have counted them. That’s the rule,” 
Harry told: her. 

Jemima was delighted with her new 
friend. She was only eight and he was 
twelve, but still he let her go with him 
while he asked all the people in the car 
their names, It was such fun. There 
were a lot of Johns and Williams, of 
course, and there were two Phyllises and 
several Margarets and Marys, all of 
which were right at the beginning of 
Harry’s list. But he found three “good 
ones,” as he called them. 

One man said his name was Caleb Elias, 
and that meant two new ones at one 
stroke. Then there was Napoleon, Irv- 
ing, Gwendolen, and’ Myrtle. Counting 

emima, he had seven new names in his 

k,. which was pretty good. 

Then they stopped at a place where 
they could get out and walk on the 

latform, which was a nice change, and 
Jemima told her mother when she came 

ack in the car that she thought travel- 
was just lovely. 


in 

Sr Ook at all the new people,” whis- 
pered Harry, nudging her. 

The new people seemed to be all one 
very big family,—three girls, two boys, 
a father and mother, and two grand- 
mothers. . Such a crowd of them. 

“Let’s ask their names!” said Jemima, 
who enjoyed Harry’s collection as much 
as he did. 

“Of course we will, just as soon as 
they’re a little bit settled.” 

So they waited impatiently till all the 
boxes and bundles were stowed away, 
and everybody seemed quiet and com- 
fortable, and then Harry took out his 
book and began, very politely, to ask 
their names. 

He began. with the young folks, who 








seemed a little surpri but Gide "t 
mind answering. rere wonderful 
names! Perfectly-new, every one of 
them. The vos girls Py ghey cor, 
Prudence, and Mercy, an ys were 
Christian and Gaius. The other names 
in the family were just as uncommon. 
names are all out of the ‘Pil- 


. “Our 
are Progress,’” Mercy told the little 


gir. : 

“I think they’re lovely names. I wish 
mine was pretty, like yours—but it’s Je- 
mima, after mother. 

“Yours is out of the Bible, and that’s 
the best book of all—so you needn’t 
mind if it is a little funny.” : 
» “I don’t mind so much now,” said the 
little - girl, looking up smiling ; 
ag says it’s best in his collec- 
tion. Isn’t he a nice boy?” 
Vancouver, B. C. 











Books Worth Noting 
(By Carolyn 


Stories for Any 
Sherwin Bailey).— oy. hearers will 


love~the little boy and girl about whom 
these delightful stories of real life are 
told, The new coat, capturing the In- 
dian, the red _ slippers; the Easter 
“biddy,” and-all the other stories of 
family life of long ago will prove a. de- 
light to childish hearts.. The stories are 
brief enough to be easily read or told. 
(Pilgrim Press, Boston, 60 cents.) 


Northern Diamonds (By Frank L. 
Pollock).—Without being too  sensa- 
tional, this book presents to the red- 
blooded boy the kind of adventure story 
that wholesomely satisfies his craving 
for thrilling action, Three boys (young 
men) brave the perils of winter to go 
to the rescue of a man who is reported 
by a half-breed Indian to be sick with 
smallpox in the wilds of Canada. The 
man las recovered when they find him. 
He turns out to be a prospector for 
diamonds, and leads them to further 
adventures which eventuate in their 
finding ‘their fortune; not in precious 
stones, but in catching a pair of black 
foxes, which they sell for a very large 
sum of money. The worth of the story 
is guaranteed in that it was published 
serially in The Youth’s Companion. 
(Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 
$1.25 net.) 


Boys of the Bible (By Norma Bright 
Carson).—For the younger boys these 
stories are told just as many. of us would 
like to be able to tell them: in simple, 
direct language, with only just enough 
didactic comment to make the necessary 
impression; but with never enough to 
spoil the impression that the Bible story 
itself should make. Mrs. Carson evi- 
dentl¥ has a sympathetic understanding 
of the hoy-mind in its younger period, 
and she has taken twenty-two Bible 
characters whose life-story she believes 
ought to interest the boy, because the 
boyhood of nearly evety one of these 
characters is set forth with as much de- 
tail as the material will warrant. The 
book is singularly free from words that 
the average small boy would not under- 
stand, which is an achievement iri itself, 
(Fleming H.~ Revell Company, New 
York, 75 cents net.) 


A Hero of the Afghan Frontier (By 
Alice M. Pennell, M.B., B.S., B.Sc/).— 
Dr. Pennell, whose life-story is told in 
this book for boys, was a lover oi boys. 
Much of his best work in London before 
he went to India, and afterward at 
Bannu on the Afghan frontier, was 
doge among them. He joined in their 
spies, took excursions with them, and 
entered into all they did with a whole- 
heartedness that was irresistible. This 
boys’ edition of his life is filled with 
stories of exciting adventures among the 
‘fierce and warlike.Afghan tribes and of 
heroic deeds of self-sacrifice in connec- 
tion with his medical mission. It is a 
fascinating book with abundant: material 


for. the _missionary story-tellfer, -. “The: 


chapter which tells of a tour. through 
India which Dr. Pennell took with his 
school team one vacation will be. of 
special interest to boys. (Fleming . Hi. 
Revell Company, New York, $1 net.) 








That is,-in the morning—let a dish of some Puffed Grain greet 
your folks at breakfast. 

_ ‘If you serve berries, mix the puffed grains with them. Or serve 
like any cereal. There is no other way even half so delightful for 
serving Rice, Wheat or Corn. 

‘These are bubble grains, puffed by steam explosion to eight times 
former size. They are thin and and flimsy, crisp and toasted, and they 
have a nut-like flavor, 

They seem like breakfast con- 
tections. Yet they are grain foods— 
two of theti whole grains. Every 
food cell’ has been blasted so they 
easily digest. 

These are the ‘ideal foods, the 
desired foods. Start every summer 
day with one of them. 












Three Bubble Grains 
Puffed Puffed Corn 


Rice Wheat Puffs 


Each 15c—Except in Far West 











Eastward 


At supper-time or children’s bedtime serve some Puffed Grain 
in a bowl of milk. 
Here are airy, toasted morsels, vastly better than the best of 
bread or crackers. 
In Puffed- Rice or Puffed Wheat you get the whole grains, 
In Corn Puffs you get hominy puffed. In all you get scientific foods, 
made by Prof. Anderson’s process. Every granule is broken so that 
aie! * atom feeds. 
hen scatter these flaky, flavory 
rene on your dishes of ice cream. 
se‘them in yoursoups. Crispand 
lightly butter for children to eat 
like eee when at play. 
uffed Grains afte = ae foods 
in homes where children get what 
they ‘like best. 
Keep all three kinds on hand. 





(1926) 
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What are You 


going to do about it? 


The Business Men's War Council of 
the Pocket ‘Iestament League is 
trying to put God’s Word into the 
’ heart and pocket of every American 
Soldier and Sailor, Theopportunity 
is yours. The soldiers and sailors 
are willing—yes, even eager—du/ 
the demand for Testaments is 
greater than the supply. We need 
money to meet this emergency. 


Will you Help to 
meet this opportunity ? 


We need you,—your prayers and 
your money. We need similar help 
from your friends, your church, 
your Suniday-school; will you be 
the key to unlock the resources 
that will enable us to supply Testa- * 
ments to our boys in the service? 


Our Testaments are given only to men who 
pledge themselves to carry the little Book 
everywhere and read a chapter daily. ‘Two of 
our field staff in one week in June signed 2379 
soldiers in one camp to this pledge—878 of 
whom accepted Christ then and there. 

There is no duplication in our work—we 
give Testaments only to those who have none. 

$3.00 provides Testaments for ten men— 
$30.00 for one hundred. 

Send contributions, or requests for further 
information, to 

BUSINESS MEN’S WAR COUNCH. OF . 

THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc, 
J. Lede Twat, Tiedeamr, ~~ 

520 Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Church Organs 


Highest 
Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works "°"4;\S"°e 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES: 











Latest Approved Methods, 
Grade Only. 
































Not on a sight- 


Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 
seeing tour ora 
moonlight ex- 


Wouldn’t You Like 
cursion ; bat for 


to Go to France? tara ‘ticr im 

our American 
boys up near the front where there is plenty of danger 
—but a wonderful chance to serve! 


We need rooo men above draft age and women 
aboveas. Drop a line to 


Commander Evangeline Booth, 
122 West 14th Street, - - - New York City 


The Sunday Schoo! Times 


Philadelphia, July 13, 1918 


Subscription Rates 


‘The Sunday School Times is pub- 
ed weckly at the following rates, 
able in advance, for either old or 
subscribers, in the United States 
Canada. . These rates include 


age: 

' 00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1 -50 copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 

. One free copy ad- 
Free Copies  gitional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 



















2631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. | 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HE other day I was reading an 
article by Dr. Charles Brown, of 
London, England, which was part of his 
presidential address when President of 
the Baptist Union of Great Britain. On 
assuming place of honor among his 
pretaren he said: ‘tn assembly will, 
‘orgive me for saying one per- 
ronal word, I desire as I wa oF ot 
is great position to ow my 
debt of profound and loving gratitude 
to the memory of the lowly man and 
woman, now sleeping_in God’s Acre in 
a Northamptonshire village graveyard, 
who, in a laborer’s cottage, with every- 
thing against them, brought up their 
children in an atmosphere of genuine 
piety, and trained them in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” ” 

‘Dr. Brown confesses that as a lad he 
became wayward, but was followed by 
the prayers of his parents until brought 
to the feet of the Christ. This is one 
more illustration of how family train- 
ing in the ways of righteousness never 
ails. . 


July 22 to 28 
Mon.—Matt. 4: 17-22. Obeying God. 


“To follow Christ” is a comprehen- 
sive term which describes all the varied 
duties of discipleship. Fishing was the 
business of these men, but Christ must 
come befote their lawful occupations, 
They had home duties, but Christ’s claim 
must have priority. In all. things He 
must be first. 

Prayer Succestions: Seek the spirit 
of obedience and submission to the 
Divine will. Pray for conformation to 
the likeness, of Christ and far a conse- 
cration which is whole-hearted and ton- 
stants ar a neperetes to owe ret 4 Psa 
only place preminence, Out the first 
Place and the pre-eminence: << ee 
Tues.—John 14: 15-24. 

Keep My Commandments. 

Where sincere love to Christ is found 
there is. bound: to be obedience to his 
commandments. ‘Love is the all-com- 
manding and constraining principle urg- 
ing the believer on to keep His word. 
Obedience is no irksome, treadmill 
duty, but the glad outgoing of the heart 
to the object of its affection. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who are apprehensive concerning the 
dreadful happenings of these days; that 
anxiety may be allayed by the bestowal 
of the Divine grace, mercy, and peace; 
for all who are waiting anxiously for 
news.of loved ones, that in their sus- 
pense they may cast their care upon the 
great burden-bearer. 

Wed.—James 1: 19-27. Hearing. and Doing. 


“Hearing” without “doing” is barren 
and unfruitful. It is against mere lip 
service James protests. Pure and un- 
defiled religion can readily be blighted 
by the unbridled use ef the tongue. Our 
doctrine must become our morality. We 
are to practise as well as to hear. Be- 
ware of the religion, that only “seems.” 

PrayverR Succestions: Pray for the 
President of the United States and mem- 
bers of Congress; for King George of 
England, the War Cabinet, and the 
government of Great Britain; that to 
these men of high positions in the dif- 
ferent countries may be given wisdom 
to arrive at just decisions in matters af- 
fecting the destiny of the-nations. 


Thurs.—John 15: 8-13. Love One Another. 


The absence of brotherly love invali- 
dates our claim to discipleship. It is 
impossible to live the true and full 
Christian life without love. “He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death.” 
A church where brotherly love is not 
will fail in its impression on the world. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
vast Sudan—that truly great and neces- 
sitous field. For one thousand nine hus- 
dred miles the Niger flows through a re- 
gion where Christ is not known. The 
Sudan is as large as the British: Eskes sj 


il Pray for the Sudan United Mission akd 


the, Sudan Interior Mission. - 
Fri.—Psalm 103 : 13-22. ' 
These verses are a contrast between 
God's eternity.and man’s transitoriness, 
and, like himself, God’s lovingkindness is 
from everlasting: to pin ogg A God's 
precepts are not so much to talked 
over or. even mémorized, but to be car- 
ried out. “Remember ... to do.” 


der whole-hearted support to their gov- 
ernments; and co-operate to their utter- 
most in helping to conserve the food 
supplies and economize on every hand in 
order to bring nearer a speedy settle- 
ment of the world’s conflict. 


Sat.—Micah 6: 1-8 What Jehovah Requires. 
Here we have a simple, beautiful, and 


ligion, which must not, however, be di- 
vorced from the great doctrines-of sin 
and atonement. To “walk humbly with 
God” can only be as we are brought 
into fellowship with him’ by the death 
of Christ. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 
may watch over Jerusalem according to 
His Holy Word. ‘From a political point 
of view the future of Jerusalem is still 
a matter of uncertainty; one thing ap- 
pears certain, a Turkish conquest is im- 
possible. While the Jews are returning 
to their land, let us prayerfully remem- 
ber their spiritual needs. 


Sun.—1 John 2: 1-6. Walk as He Walked. 


There are things which Christ said 
atid did that we can neither say nor do. 
On the other hand, he set us an example, 
which to copy we have but to let him 
live. his life in us. The acorn lives the 
life of the oak, because the oak is in the 
acorn. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a gra- 
cious and widespread revival of religion; 
that in the-midst of the agonizing world- 
war ithe. “slain ef the. Lord” may be 
many. Pray for the pastors and mis- 
sion workers of France; for the feeble 
Protestant churches of tha 
country that their faith may remain un- 
shaken. 


New York City, 
4 


How many interesting moments you 
have spent with a friend over a map of 
his latest big journey! Have you ever 
visualized the journeys of your Friend 
of friends? “Arnold’s Chart of Christ’s 
Journeyings” does that for you in most 
simple fashion. It may be secured of 
The Sunday School Times Company at 
twenty cents. 


ae 


f 


YER Succestions: Pray that the | 
soaps of the Allied countries may ren- | 


complete exhibition of practical re- | 


t bleeding |: 
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Young Women! Notice! 
Do you want to TRAIN FOR 
CHRISTIAN- WORK? - 


Send for catalogue and par- 
ticulars. Some scholarships 
available. Apply early. ~ 


‘Churches! Notice! 
f| Would you like A TRAINED 

CHURCH WORKER OR 
DEACONESS ? 


| Young women graduate after 
a two years’ course. Apply 
at once. Correspondence in- 
vited. Catalogue and par- 
' ticulars en application. 
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Write to Rev. W..H. Waygood ; 
Philadelphia School for Christian Workers 
of the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
Deaconess House, 1122 Sprite St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
REV. WM.’ H. ROBERTS, D.D.. . 
MRS. WM. L. McLEAN . . . . Vice-Pres. 
MR. SAMUEL T.KERR...... 
MR. THOMAS R. PATTON .. 
i REV. W. H. WAYGOOD, D.D. . 


‘ 























What is sanctification? 
| ™ ete 


Reference Bible: 

- Ed. by Rev. C. 4; Scofield, DD. 
“Hletos atoll che aed im the 
Be Be Se Rell hele are zoeel 
to a Bible study course. 


New Edition. .2 Sizes. 32 Styles 
Ack to see the Potker Edition ‘fitted 






















CHURCH PEWS 
and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furaiture Co,,Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich. 




















Science’s Exposure of Alcohol’s Frauds 


By MATTHEW Woops, M.D. An account 
of, some of the latest scientific conclusions 
about alcohol, with facts. about intem- 
perance in wine-drinking countries, Six 
cents each ; 60 cents a dozen. 


A Physician’s Straight Talk on Alcohol 


By Woops HUTCHINSON, A.M., M.D. 
A powerful testimony to the unnatugalness 
of the drink habit; the poisonous Mature 
of alcohol; the deceptive so-called bracing 
effects of it; and the insatiable character 
of the appetite it arouses. Five cents 
each; 50 cents a dozen. 


By HOWARD A. BANKs. 


50 or more at | cent each. 


zo31 WALNUT STREET, - is 





France, India, and Germany combined. 
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Temperance Facts 


Arranged for Sunday-School Use— 
Leaflets, Cards, Exercises. - Good, 
helpful material, ready to use 





Recline Reereneclartee teach "School 


By JOHN B, SMITH. Four of these are 
published, any one of which may be used 
on Temperance Sunday, by the school or 
class. wo cents each; 50 or more at 
$1.00 a hundred. 


Making Every Scholar 

a Temperance Worker 
By MARY AND MARGARET LEITCH. A 
definite plan of work, practicable for any 
school. Ten cents a dozen; 75 cents a 
hundred. 


Why Mr. Daniels Issued the Wine Mess Order 


) The head of the American Navy tells his former Private Secre- 
tary with minuteness of detail and dramatic force the wonderfally impelling reason for the 
famous order which made the Navy “‘ bone dry."’ 


Two cents each ; 20 cents a dozen, or 


GIVE THEM THE FACTS 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


PHILADELPHIA 


Personal; Sending the money with your order saves both yourself and us time and expense. 
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